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“
I am very grateful for the support of the Child Care 

Council during the pandemic. The staff stayed 

informed on the ever-changing landscape of 

rules and regulations and provided much needed 

supplies! We appreciate the opportunities for 

training and professional development and the 

great support and knowledge of our health care 

consultant. Having a resource we can turn to 

makes all the difference. Child care is needed in 

Westchester County and child care centers need 

the Child Care Council of Westchester.  

The Child Care Council has been a pillar of 

strength for me over the past 20 years. During this 

dreadful pandemic they generously stepped in and 

gave great support to the child care community.

I appreciate all the dedicated employees at the 

Child Care Council. The Council has offered support 

for all providers, especially during the difficult and 

trying times over the past year. My program was 

open during the pandemic and the Council was 

always there, checking in to offer emotional and 

financial support to the families and to me. Keep 

up the great work.

The Child Care Council of Westchester has helped 

a lot over the years, providing great trainings and 

guidance at all times. Even through the pandemic, 

they made sure to help providers and all those 

in need. We are so thankful to be a part of this 

organization.

The Child Care Council of Westchester has been 

the most consistent and reliable resource 

throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. They have 

professional and caring employees.

”



From the 
Executive 
Director Child care is too important to be a luxury. 

√√ Working parents need child care to earn a living, build their careers, 

and further their education. 

√√ Children are open for learning long before kindergarten. They need 

quality care starting at birth: freedom of movement, responsive 

support, stimulation, developmentally-appropriate books and 

manipulatives – and more. Only then will they thrive later… 

academically, emotionally, socially, physically, financially. 

√√ A diverse and talented workforce where employers thrive and the 

economy grows is predicated on the participation of parents – 

including and especially women. 

√√ Child care professionals are usually women, and the industry itself  

is a critical employer. 

When it comes to child care, everyone is a stakeholder. If safe, quality 

care is not affordable and accessible, there are dire consequences: 

women driven from the workforce in record numbers (often sacrificing 

longtime earning potential and retirement savings), workforce 

shortages, children spending their days in front of the television or in 

unsafe conditions. 

At the Council, we work on a broad scale to repair the broken child 

care system, while simultaneously meeting the daily needs of children, 

families, child care professionals and employers in our county. We are 

a small but mighty team of 41, and I would be remiss if I didn’t call out 

the extraordinary work of our staff during the last two years since the 

pandemic began. Our regular work never stopped, and we stepped up 

to meet new and additional needs almost every day. 

Of course, we do not and could not make this impact alone. We are 

grateful for the support of our dedicated Board of Directors, and all  

our nonprofit colleagues, donors, funders and elected officials from 

every level of government who are our partners in the truest sense. 

Thank you, 

Kathy Halas
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The Child Care Council works with families to help them understand why quality 

child care is so important, what it looks like, and how to find and pay for it. And, we 

work directly with providers to help them run successful businesses and improve 

the quality of the care they provide. Keep reading this report for details about both. 

But, we can only do so much inside a fundamentally broken system. So, at the same 

time, we advocate for meaningful investment in child care at the county, state and 

federal level. In 2021, we made exciting progress toward a more sustainable system. 

The Big 
Picture 

Historic Advocacy Victory:  
$10+ Million for Westchester Child Care

In the 2022 budget, Westchester 

County Executive George Latimer 

and the Board of Legislators made an 

investment in child care that will have 

a multi-generation impact for children, 

families and all of Westchester. It 

includes $4.1 million to expand Title XX 

child care subsidy slots, $3.3 million to 

reestablish the Westchester Child Care 

Scholarship Program, and $2.5 million 

to raise the subsidy reimbursement 

rates for contracted child care providers 

up to NYS market rates. 

How does this help? The scholarship 

will be available to families who earn 

just a little “too much” to qualify for 

subsidy, but not enough to afford child 

care. Child care providers will be closer 

to earning/paying fair wages, and able 

to provide better care. Long term, fewer 

Westchester families will struggle to 

meet basic needs (reducing the stress 

and trauma caused by poverty), more 

children will reach their potential, and 

Westchester will be safer and healthier. 
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Council Executive 

Director Kathy Halas 

advocated with and 

to elected officials 

throughout the year. 

She spoke at Senate 

Majority Leader Chuck 

Schumer’s press 

conference about the 

Child Tax Credit, visited 

St. Peter’s Child Care 

Center when they hosted Senator Jabari Brisport 

and Assemblymember Andy Hevesi on their “Child 

Care Listening Tour,” presented at the New York 

State Legislative Women’s Caucus with Governor 

Kathy Hochul, Assemblywoman Amy R. Paulin and 

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, spoke at a press 

conference hosted by U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 

at the White Plains YMCA Early Learning Center, 

and joined Congressman Mondaire Jones at the Lois 

Bronz Children’s Center to call for $700 billion for 

child care in the Universal Child Care and Learning 

Act that he re-introduced with Sen. Elizabeth Warren. 

And, much more! 

The Advocacy Process

More than 200 child care professionals, parents and 

business, community and nonprofit leaders gathered 

for the Westchester Child Care Advocacy Hour we 

hosted in October, joined by Ken Jenkins, Deputy 

Westchester County Executive and Ben Boykin, then 

Chair of the Westchester County Board of Legislators. 

We shared the findings from our Child Care Access 

Report, heard stories from business, child care and 

nonprofit leaders about the importance of child care, 

and made our “ask” for the County budget. 

We are so very 

grateful that the 

Business Council 

of Westchester 

includes child 

care in its list of 

legislative priorities 

each year. Child 

care is essential to 

business and our 

economy. 
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One of our child 

care counselors 

working in person 

and virtually to 

provide resource 

and information  

to parents. 

Connecting with Care

We helped more than 2,300 families find and pay for child care in 2021!

√√ More than 1,000 families came to us for subsidy support services, and  

we helped 300+ with their application. 

√√ We continued to administer CARES scholarships. In 2021, we awarded 

scholarships to 199 children in 148 families. 

√√ From August to December, we paid $248,000 to 45 providers through  

the Westchester Department of Social Services Child Care Scholarship,  

to support care for 93 children. 

We relaunched our own Key to the Future Scholarship Fund in November and 

awarded four scholarships by the end of December. The eligibility was revised to 

include grandparents, victims of domestic violence, undergraduate students, and 

families without a home. That is, people who might miss out on subsidy or other 

scholarships. 

Reaching Parents Through Their Employers

We don’t wait for parents to come to us, because too many don’t 

know there’s free help available. In 2021, we conducted special 

outreach to the employers of essential workers at 

local healthcare providers and nonprofits. 

On a regular basis, our child care counselors 

participate in employee orientations and distribute 

materials to healthcare workers through major 

medical institutions. This year, we also presented 

at the annual meeting for the regional North 

Atlantic State Carpenters Labor Union.

Did You Know?  

We inspect child care providers! 

In 2021, we inspected 246 regulated and 26 legally exempt child care providers 

to check health and safety standards, and investigated 17 complaints from 

parents and others. And, as part of our work to administer the Child and Adult 

Care Food Program (CACFP) – designed to ensure children in care get nutritious 

meals and snacks – we conducted 199 food monitoring visits. We also enrolled 

35 new providers in the program, designed and implemented virtual trainings 

for participants, and processed 2,799 menus and issued $2,651 ,620 in meal 

reimbursements to in-home child care providers.

Day to  
Day: 
Keeping 
Kids 
Safe and 
Helping 
Families 
Thrive 
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Volunteers from PGA Superstore were book-sorting 

superstars!

Families get what they need 

Student volunteers from Manhattanville College helped 

distribute books to families at our first Book Fair.

Annual Toy Drive to benefit Toys for Tots

Above and Beyond

Families have needed additional support for the last two years. So while our job is 

“child care,” we stretched far beyond our typical scope of work in 2021: 

√√ Thanks to monthly deliveries from 914Cares, we regularly distributed diapers, 

wipes, books and more.

√√ In partnership with Feeding Westchester, we supplied food to more than 100 

families each month. Our staff volunteered their time to unload trucks, pack bags 

and distribute to child care programs. We also provided grocery store gift cards 

during the holiday season thanks to the Frog Rock Foundation. 

√√ With generous funding of the Westchester County Office for Women, we created 

and distributed “Basics” kits to families: a month’s supply of diapers and wipes, 

baby blankets, towels and crib sheets, along with a supply of wonderful children’s 

books donated by Gardner Media. 

Thanks to Nonprofit Westchester for recognizing these efforts! We 

were honored to be selected as a 2021 Organization Changemaker, for 

going “above and beyond with innovative approaches in partnership 

and collaboration to ensure that our Westchester communities remain 

thriving.” Throughout the pandemic, every request from a parent or 

child care provider was met with creative problem-solving, innovative 

solutions, and a selfless determination to just step up and get it done.
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Health and Safety First

58 child care programs received direct 

Health Care Consultant Services. We 

approved/updated 126 Health Care 

Plans, and conducted 81 site visits to 

help child care providers comply with 

regulations concerning:

√√ Health and infection control 

√√ Health care plans

√√ Administration of medication 

√√ Care of infants and toddlers

√√ Care of mildly ill children

√√ Special health care needs, including  

asthma, allergies, diabetes, and 

seizures 

We also updated all plans and policies 

to be in compliance with Elijah’s Law, 

which authorizes legally exempt group 

programs to stock non-patient specific 

epinephrine auto-injectors and changes 

the schedule of visits by a health care 

consultant for programs administering 

medication from every two years to 

every year. The law is named after 

3-year-old Elijah Silvera from New York 

City, who died after he was given a 

grilled cheese sandwich while at day 

care despite having a known severe 

dairy allergy.

In 2021, our team registered 23 new child care programs, and renewed 45. We also 

processed 313 enrollments/re-enrollments for legally exempt providers. 

Nearly 250 child care providers maintain membership in the Council, we have 

3,480 as email subscribers who rely on us for resources, and many non-members 

(future members!) participate in trainings. Here are just a few ways we helped them 

continue their professional development in 2021: 

√√ 20 group family providers and center classrooms enrolled in the “Joy of 

Exploration,” funded by the Sexauer Foundation, received training and materials 

to help them build engaging and developmentally-appropriate curriculum 

focused on transportation, gardening and weather. 

√√ 12 Spanish-speaking providers received training, intensive technical assistance 

and materials in year four of the Quality in Action Program supported by the 

Mother Cabrini Health Foundation and the St. Faith’s House Foundation. The 

families in their care also received emotional support, resources, guidance on 

child development, help with referrals and more through a bilingual Mental Health 

Specialist through FSW.

√√ Two groups of professionals, working with infants/toddlers or preschoolers, took 

our 9-month course to qualify them for the national Child Development Associate 

(CDA) credential.

√√ Nearly 200 professionals attended our two virtual conferences:

• Spring Infant Toddler Conference: “Building Resiliency in Uncertain Times” 

• Fall Early Childhood Conference: “Rethinking Play: Bringing Joy Back into 

Learning” 

Day to  
Day: 
Helping 
Providers 
Improve 
Quality  
and 
Support 
Families 

Special thanks to 

Assemblywoman 

Amy Paulin for a 

grant that enabled 

us to provide a 

range of important 

health and safety 

resources to child 

care programs.
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√√ We conducted hundreds of virtual 

trainings in 2021, on topics ranging from 

fostering empathy and resilience to core 

business operations. And, we resumed 

in-person intensive technical assistance 

projects to support programming in 

infant, toddler and preschool classrooms 

as well as family child care programs. 

√√ We’re so proud that 8 Group Family 

programs have earned the Caring 

Spaces endorsement, and 19 more 

are on their way. We provided training, 

evaluation, assessment and equipment 

to all programs as they completed this 

important initiative to improve infant 

environments. 

Joy of Exploration

CPR and first aid trainingInfant Toddler Teacher Network meeting

Spanish-speaking providers learning new 

developmentally-appropriate art projects  

to do with children in their care.
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Stabilization Funds 

With our help, 600+ child care providers 

accessed more than $45,000,000 in federal 

American Rescue Plan stabilization funds 

through the New York State Office of 

Children and Family Services.

More Responsive

We launched the Child Care Advisory 

Council, a group of 20+ plus child care 

professionals who meet regularly to advise 

us about issues facing their industry and 

how we can help, and to lend their voices 

to our advocacy work. We quickly learned 

that one of the biggest concerns is lack 

of staff to operate at full capacity. While 

deep issues regarding wages within the 

industry need to be addressed through 

government funding, we reached out to the 

public through legislators, colleges, libraries, 

community organizations, virtual career fairs, 

employment websites and media outlets, 

encouraging qualified applicants to consider 

a career in child care. We connected aspiring 

child care professionals with employers 

on our website, and offered free training 

through our partnership with Westchester 

County. 

Prioritizing mental health and 

social/emotional development 

Our Infant Toddler Mental Health Consultant 

provided one-on-one support to help child 

care professionals build coping strategies, 

solve problems, work more closely with 

families, and ultimately improve their 

capacity to provide responsive care. 

Some  
Good Stuff! 

Congratulations to our 2021 Early 

Education Hall of Heroes Inductees

Carla Casanga, 

Pelham Children’s 

Center

Adrienne Harper, Jump 

For Joy Day Care 

Center, Inc.

Dawn Meyerski, 

Mount Kisco Child 

Care Center, Inc.

Y-COP of Mount Vernon, Inc.

Gina Egan, Weekday 

Nursery School United 

Methodist Church

Debbie Imperia, 

Harrison’s Children’s 

Center

Ana Rojo, Little 

Angelicals Day 

Care, Inc.



We Love Our Interns 

Students and volunteers from Manhattanville College, College of Westchester and 

VolunteerNY joined us to help out in 2021. 

“I am grateful that I had an opportunity to do my internship at the Child Care Council 

of Westchester. I was able to experience what it would be like working in an office 

environment. Everyone was very respectful and welcoming to me. They also assisted 

me with any issues or questions I had. I was able to work on time management 

skills; meeting deadlines in a fast paced work environment. I feel as though this will 

be expected of me by future employers. This internship has helped me discover my 

strengths and weaknesses and how to improve in areas I’m struggling in. Overall,  

I had a wonderful experience working at the Child Care Council of Westchester.”

Week of the Young Child

We celebrated the Week of the Young Child all month long in April 2021, with  

virtual cooking classes, a virtual wellness day, and more. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Carmelita Bota and Jami 

Flynn, who earned their New York Association 

for the Education of Young Children 

(NYSAEYC) Teaching Credential in 2021. Our 

Professional Development department now 

has five full time credentialed trainers and 

three credentialed CDA instructors!

A Star Among Us

In 2021, we celebrated Juanita Pope’s selection as a Business Council  

of Westchester 40 Under 40 Rising Star!

We Couldn’t Do It Without You 

Our thanks to Westchester County (Office for Women and the 

Department of Social Services), NYS Office of Children and Family Services, 

United Way of Westchester and Putnam, Feeding Westchester, 914CARES, the 

Glick Shoolman Foundation, the Frog Rock Foundation, the Sexauer Foundation, 

Bundles of Joy, the Westchester Human Resources Management Association, NYS 

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, NY Hospitality Group, Gardner Media, PGA TOUR 

Superstore, and many generous community members who donated funds and 

materials for families in need. To see a full list of funders and donors, turn to pages 

10 and 11. 
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Contributors 
 
 
We are immensely  
grateful for your  
vital support!

July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

Business Supporters
Adelphi University
The Arc Westchester
Assured Partners Northeast, LLC
Athena Montessori Children’s 

Program, LLC
Atlantic Development Group
AtwoB 
Bettina Equities Management LLC
Boston Portfolio Advisers
Business Council of Westchester
Captain Lawrence Brewing 

Company
Chappaqua Cleaners and Tailors
College of Westchester
Concept: CARE, Inc.
Country Childrens Center
The David J. Yvars Group
Dennis Noskin Architects
Early Care & Learning Council
Entegris, Inc.
Entergy
Events by Naijel
Express Mobile
Galvanize Worldwide
Goldman Sachs
Harrison Children’s Center
Holistic Learning Center
In Better Words Marketing
JDM Benefits
Jill Singer Graphics
King & Spalding
Lakeshore Learning
Levitt-Fuirst Insurance
LGI Forensic Engineering, P.C.
Madison Square Garden
Maier Markey & Justic LLP
MassMutual
Montessori Children’s Center
Mount Kisco Child Care Center
Nana’s Place Family Child Care
Navis Wealth Management
Nicholas & Lence
Oak Lane Child Care Center
OLA Consulting Engineers
Pediatrics of Sleepy Hollow
Pelham Children’s Center, Inc.
People’s United Bank
Pitney Bowes
PKF O’Connor Davies LLP
Reinforcing Supply
Shake Shack

Simone Development Companies
Stone Home Inspections, LLC
Stop & Shop
Thompson & Bender
TOMA 
United Corporate Services
Weekday Nursery School
Westchester Community College 
Westchester Institute for Human 

Development
Westchester NY Moms
Workforce Development Institute
Y-COP of Mt. Vernon
YMCA of Central & Northern 

Westchester
York International
Xylem
Anonymous (2)

Sponsors
Alliant Employee Benefits
CG Industrial Safety
Clarfeld | Citizens Private Wealth
Colina Properties LLC
The Cookware Company 
The D’Emic Family
ENT & Allergy Associates
Kramer Day
The Krase Family
M&T Bank
Polaris Properties
Prager Metis
Berry & John Ravitz
RXR

Dream Builders
Jessica Apicella
Susana D’Emic
Salli & Bruce Figler
Zoey Guzman
Kathy Halas
Deloris & Patrick Hogan
Dr. Emily Koelsch & Todd Rebori
Christie Noelle & Scott Krase
Joseph Marchese
Camille & Joseph P. Murphy
Modupe Otelaja
Eric Pasinkoff
Eric M. Saidel & Sarah Goldstein
L. Jeffrey Samuelson & Wendy H. 

Samuelson
Samantha Vecchiolla

Individuals
Patricia Keegan Abels
Denisha Alphonse
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson
Sara Annopolen
Jane Aoyama
Jessica Apicella
Anthony Arnerich
Amir Asadi
Debbie & Glenn August
Regina Bagdasarova
Bobbi & Simon Baker

Nancy Balaban
Mitchell Bard
Michael Barr
Idie Benjamin
Matt Beyers
Eric Bloom
Karen Blumenthal
Susan Botchman
Mary Ann & Tom Boustead
Hon. Noam Bramson
Linda H. Bresler
Helaine Brick-Cabot
Michelle Brody
Andrea Brown
Heather & Joshua Brumberg
Hon. David & Lara Buchwald
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Burkat
Lindsey Byrnes
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Calnon
Dorothy Cameron
Harry Cameron
Kristopher Carney
Kristi Cassels
Andrew R. Castellano
Jason & Christina Chapin
Dr. Gregory Chartier
Howard Chew
Joeyee Ching
Caroline Cho
Theresa Cifali
Kathryn Cifone
Robert A. Clarfeld
Mary Jo Collabolletta
Maureen Connelly
The Connelly Family
Bette Coppola
John Cosgrove
Donna Cuiffo
Diana Cusumano
L. Danielle Cylich
John M. Danish
Joseph Danniballe
Devon Day
Anthony Demetracopoulos
Susana D’Emic
Gianni DiFroscia
Vito DiMatteo
Marc DiTomaso
Lewis Dolin
Brian & Christine Duffy
Richard Duffy & Laura Powers
Heather Duncan-Carter
Margot T. Elkin
Mary Ellis
Lisa Emrick
Ann Marie Evanko
Michelle Falcone
Paul Fegan
Nicole Ferrari
Lisa Ferry
Salli & Bruce Figler
Helene Fine
Andrea Fortuno
Meredith Foy

Georgia & Ron Frasch
Diane Freedman
Lisa Galletta
Angie Ganser
Jagdish Garg
Maria Gaudelli
Helene Gaynor
Gerald & Leslie Geist
Rob Genovesi
Joanna Gentile
Michael Gibson
William B. Ginsberg
George Gipp
Maria Gjokaj
Dani Glaser
Randy Glick 
Allyson Gold
Morris Gold
Lisa & Michael Goldman
Naomi Goldman
Alyce Gorch
Liz Gordon & Neil Lowenbraun
Dr. Marsha Gordon &  

Eli Gordon
Wayne Gosnell
Jody & Allen Greenbaum
Carol Greenberg
Helene & Tom Griffin
Megan Grinpas
James Guiney
Susan Guiney
Shweta Gupta 
Benita Guzman
Zoey Guzman
John Halas
Kathleen Halas
Michael Halas
Bret Halverson
Adrienne Harper
Lottie Harris
Dumindra Hathurusinghe
Mr. & Mrs. Stratton Heath
Lori Helwing
Peter Helwing
Donald Hildebrand
Christine Hjorth
Deloris Hogan
CarlLa Horton
Irene Hreyo
Sharon B. Hurley
Dan & Pat Huxley
Daniel Huxley
Christine Iacovello
Laura Rey Iannarelli
Debbie Imperia
Maria Imperial
Marilu Irizarry
Bob Irving
James & Gail Isenberg
Anne Janiak
Lucas Jeannot
Jamie Jensen
Delores Ji Ji
Dr. Patricia Vernette Jones



Anthony Justic
Tracy Kay
Adina & Jeff Keller
Damyn Kelly
Diann Cameron Kelly
Edwin Kelly
Myra Kelly
Miriam Kerness
Rhonda S. & David L. Kershner
Heather & Neeraj Khemlani
Sara Kindler
Basia Kinglake
Nidhi Kissoon
Zalamoon Kissoon
Dr. Emily Koelsch & Todd Rebori
Victoria Koelsch
Rhona Kochman
Lisa Koh
Steven Koltes
K.T. Korngold
Arin Krase
Brian Krase
Christie Noelle & Scott Krase
Piper Krase
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Krasnow
Jonathan Kreiness
Korey Kross
Allison Lake
James & Mary Larkin
Barbara Latwin
Eric & Dana Lawless
Lizanne Lawless
Robert & Debra Lawless
Cristóbal Lehyt
Barbara Lerman
Mr. & Mrs. David Lerner
Shari D. Lewis
Karen Lika
Dr. Anne Lillis
Arnold Linhardt
Laura Loffredo
Paul & Chris Loffredo
Patrick Lynch
Huguette Machbitz
Marc Machbitz
Frank Magnante
James Malone
Joseph Marchese
Joseph Marchese, Jr.
Oliver Martell
Elizabeth Marwell
Louise Masarof
Lori Mazzagatti
Jane McCarthy
Jill & Christian McCourtney
Tuesday Paige McDonald
Justin & Claire McEvily
Maureen McEvily
Vivian McPartland
Adrienne Meyer
Dawn Meyerski
Howard Milbert
Hillary Millman
Margaret Millman

Penny Mitchell
Shiho, Makiko & Fumio Miyanaga
Dina & Paul Monte
Julia Moore
Donna Morrison
Camille & Joseph P. Murphy
Beth Natko
Michael Neeley
Latasha Nias
Marie Nobile
James Nuttall
Rosamond O’Connor
Abiola Okeowo
Olutoyin Okeowo
Rose O’Nell-Suspitsyna
Danielly Ortiz
Modupe Otelaja
Juan Paez
Deborah Pagnotta
Eric & Maureen Pasinkoff
Polly Peace
Ralph E. Penny
Phyllis & Brad Perkins
Terry Davis Perl
Leah Peskin
Nicholas & Jill-Marie Pirrotta
Joe Pizzimenti
Sigita Plioplys, MD
Jillian & Michael Pohly
Susan Golob Poltarak
George Pompilio
Gloria Pope
Will Poppe
Fran Porcaro
Paul Psaila
Ronnie Ram
Laura Ramsey
Shannon Rand
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rauch
Karla Rauch
John & Berry Ravitz
Whit Rawlinson
Kurt & Nicole Rebori
Rose & Daniel Rebori
Marcia & Steve Rempell
Nelson Rivera
Steve Rizzi
Angel Rodriguez
Helena Rodriguez
Lizbeth Rodriguez
Cassie Rolnick
Andrea Romstad
Brian Rosen
Eugenie Rosenthal 
Thomas Rotko
Dr. Nasrin Rouzati
Wendy & Lewis Rubin
Craig & Jennifer Ruoff
Eric M. Saidel & Sarah Goldstein
Marc & Sheryl Saidel
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Salomon
Emily Saltzman
Debbie & Jeff Samberg

L. Jeffrey & Wendy H. Samuelson
Meredith Samuelson
Mike Samuelson & Dr. Meghan 

Drummond Samuelson
Barbara Schainman
Karen Schatzel
Fred & Samantha Schwam
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Schwarz
Mary Lou Sgro
Wendi & Ira Silverman
Ann Rose Simon
Terri Simon
Jill Singer
Serena Singh
Joanne Smith
Pete Smith
Laura Sosinsky
Michele Soto
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Souviney
Leonard Spano
Susan Spar
Gary & Jill Spieler
Doris Stanley
Carol & Thomas Staudter
Susan Steeg
Leonard Stern
Evelyn M. Stock
Stewart Strauss
Benna Strober
Glora Strunin
Karen St. Vil
Andrea & John Sullivan
Jennifer & John Sullivan 
George Suttles
Maureen Syracuse
Vivian Taylor
Lisa Theiss
Cindy Thornton
Michael Tom
Loriel Townsend
Keira Treanor
Elizabeth Trepp
Kenneth Tucker
Judith Valadez
Linda Vecchiolla
Samantha Vecchiolla
Danilo Vicioso
Joseph Vineis
Adam Wallach
Kim Walton
Ronnie & Jesse Weinberger
Julie & Todd Weiser
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Weiss
Paulette Lambert Weiss
Greg Werlinich
Brad Williams
Frank Williams
Henry Wilson
Jeff Wund
Steven Wysmuller
Evelyn & Andrew Yang
Michael & Lorraine Zupon

Anonymous (3)
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Grants

Grants received from our generous business, individual and nonprofit partners allow us to offer  

important and innovative programs that improve early care and learning for children in Westchester.

GRANTOR  PURPOSE

Frog Rock Foundation Basic Needs

Mother Cabrini Foundation Quality Improvement for Spanish-Speaking Family Providers

St. Faith’s House  Quality Improvement for Spanish-Speaking Family Providers

Sexauer Foundation Hands-on Exploration Programs for Children, Early Literacy

Edith Glick Shoolman Foundation  General Support

Philip and Lynn Straus Foundation, Inc.  General Support

Anonymous (2)  General Support

Anonymous (1) Enhanced Employee Compensation

 94%  PROGRAM REVENUES

 $9,346,437

1%  INVESTMENT INCOME 

$125,362

5%  CONTRIBUTIONS 

$494,215

>1%  OTHER INCOME 

$12,954

93%  PROGRAM SERVICES 

$8,890,459

1%  FUNDRAISING 

$124,192 

6%  GENERAL AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE  

$596,037

Government Contracts 

New York State Department of 

Health

New York State Office of 

Children and Family Services

Westchester County 

Department of Social Services

Westchester County Office for 

Women

Westchester County Office of 

Workforce Investment

U.S. Administration for Children 

and Families - Head Start 

(through grantee WestCOP)
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Financials 

TOTAL REVENUE 

$9,978,968

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$9,604,384



Officers

PRESIDENT

Christie Noelle Krase

Educator, Chappaqua 

Central School District

VICE PRESIDENT

Dr. Emily Koelsch

General Pediatrics, BCHP

TREASURER

Eric Pasinkoff

Attorney, Law Offices of 

Eric Michael Pasinkoff, Esq

SECRETARY

Alyce Gorch

Sr. Project Manager of 

Creative Services, DESIGN 

WITHIN REACH, Division 

of Herman Miller Brands

PRESIDENT (EMERITUS)

Craig Ruoff

Executive Managing 

Director, Colliers 

International

Members

Jessica M. Apicella

Account Director, Buzz 

Creators

Helaine S. Brick-Cabot  

Principal, Law Offices of 

Helaine S. Brick-Cabot

Sue D’Emic

Senior Vice President/

Accounting Officer and 

Controller, Booking 

Holdings

Wayne Gosnell

Partner, Clayman &  

Rosenberg LLP

Zolaida Guzman

Vice President of 

Operations, LGI Forensic 

Engineering, P.C.

Diann Cameron Kelly, PhD 

Associate Provost for 

Student Success, Adelphi 

University

Nidhi Garg Kissoon

Intellectual Property 

Counsel, Entegris, Inc.

Joe Marchese

Partner, Silverson,  

Pareres & Lombardi LLP

Camille Failla Murphy

LCSW, ACSW, Founder 

& Director, Women’s 

Research and Education 

Fund

Danielly Ortiz

Director of Development 

& Communications, Garra

Modupe Otelaja

Sales Operations Leader 

for IBM/Red Hat Go-To-

Market Synergy, IBM

Nicholas R. Pirrotta, CFP

Financial Advisor, Clarfeld  

Financial Advisors

Whit Rawlinson

Digital Health Innovation  

Leader, Merck Oncology

Eric M. Saidel, JD,  

SHRM-SCP, SPHR

Director of Human 

Resources 

Weill Cornell Medicine

Jeff Samuelson

Retired Senior Business 

Executive

Laura Stout-Sosinsky, 

PhD

Research Scientist

Public Health 

Management Corporation

Julianna Flanagan Thurau 

Impact Data Principal 

Associate, Capital One

Samantha Vecchiolla

Real Estate Agent,  

William Raveis

MANAGEMENT TEAM

Kathleen Halas

Executive Director

Laura Cleare

Professional  

Development Director

Michael Goldman

Finance and  

Administration Director

Lindsay Iacovello

Provider Services Director

Dana Lawless

Development Director 

Katherine Mancini

Health Care Consultant 

Services Director

Nicole Masucci 

Family and Employer  

Services Director

Juanita Pope

Community Events 

Director/Office Manager

FINANCE STAFF

Christine Iacovello

Bookkeeper

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Jasmine Robinson

Communications 

Associate

Jovanna Romero

Receptionist

PROFESSIONAL  

DEVELOPMENT STAFF

Idie Benjamin

Program Specialist / 

Career Advisor

Lillieth Boniello

Infant Toddler Mental 

Specialist

Kelsy Burgos

Bilingual Health/Family 

Specialist

Jami Flynn

Infant/Toddler Regional 

Coordinator

Teresa Garcia

Bilingual Early Childhood  

Quality Specialist 

Juliana Leshi

Administrative Assistant

Cynthia Miller

Baby Steps Forward 

Specialist

Carmelita Ozoa-Bota

Infant/Toddler Specialist

Susan Panarella

Infant Toddler Mental  

Health Specialist 

Sarah Ruppert

Infant/Toddler Specialist

RESOURCE & REFERRAL 

STAFF

Cathy Fernandez

Resource and Referral  

Database Administrator

Debbie Gonsalves

Resource & Referral 

Coordinator

Arlene Leuzzi

Scholarship Coordinator

Andrea Rosendo 

Child Care Subsidy 

Specialist

Evelyne Velez

Resource and Referral 

Child Care Counselor

PROVIDER SERVICES 

STAFF

Jessica Cardenas

CACFP Bilingual Case 

Manager

Latoya Carney-Ramsey

Provider Services 

Supervisor

Teekeesh Corwell

Legally Exempt Resource 

Specialist

Noreen Delacy

Administrative Assistant 

Analidia Flores

Bilingual Legally Exempt 

Enroller

Evelyn Henriques

Registrar

Jury Martinez

CACFP Bilingual Case 

Manager

Elsa Sanchez

Bilingual Registrar

Alexandra Santana 

Assistant Director of 

Provider Services

Michele Sardullo

Registrar

Monica Soto

Bilingual Registrar

Jason Thomas

Legally Exempt 

Coordinator

Phillip Wise 

Registrar

Board of 
Directors

Staff

Design: Jill Singer Graphics



313 Central Park Ave.

Scarsdale, NY 10583

(914) 761-3456 

childcarewestchester.org


