
Investing in our children’s future  Since 1968

Investing in our children’s future since 1968

Investing in our children’s future    Since 1968

2 0 2 2  A N N U A L  R E P O R T





From the Executive Director
Dear friends,

When tackling a complex problem, progress 
is often hard-fought, and rarely linear. No 
matter how large the victory, it seems there is 
always more to do. So how do we perservere? 
By thinking about the before and after. (And 
we’re not talking about home renovations and 
orthodontic products!)

Every day, we hear from people who need assistance. Parents looking 
for reliable daytime and after school care so they can get to work, or a 
better early learning environment because they feel their child is behind. 
Many need help to afford child care. Child care providers need training, 
certifications, intensive assistance, more qualified staff. We provide all of 
this and more, which you will read about in this report. 

But, these requests are not all we hear. More and more, it’s “thank you.” 
Sighs of relief. Success stories about what things are like after the Child 
Care Council has stepped in. Parents able to work without worry – getting 
promotions, engaged in professional development, growing their careers. 
Parents who no longer have to ration groceries or choose which bill to pay. 
Children on-track developmentally, feeling safe and secure, ready to read 
when they get to school. Every one of those “afters” is what drives us. And 
we know it drives you, too.

Our Council staff – 44 driven, mission-focused professionals – are 
supported by a committed Board of Directors, and many partners, including 
nonprofit colleagues, donors, funders, and elected officials at every level 
of government.  Every accomplishment in the pages that follow is a team 
effort, within our organization and far beyond. Thank you. 

Kathy Halas
Executive Director, Child Care Council of Westchester
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Fixing the System

When it comes to child care, everyone is a stakeholder.  
On a daily basis, we work directly with: 

 Families, to help them understand why quality child care is so important, what it looks like, 
and how to find and pay for it

 Child care, early learning and after school professionals to help them run successful 
businesses and provide high quality care 

 Employers, to ensure child care isn’t a barrier to their workforce

At the same time, we work on a broad scale to create a more sustainable system, by 
advocating at the county, state and federal level for meaningful investment in child care.  
Our 2022 advocacy work built on the progress made the year before.    

The 2023 Westchester County Budget makes child care more affordable by continuing the 
Westchester Works Child Care Scholarship and reducing the parent share for child care 
assistance (subsidy) from 10% to 5% of income over the federal poverty level. 

The scholarship was first established with funds allocated in the 2022 budget, and is unique 
because of higher income eligibility levels. Hundreds of families who earn a little “too much” 
to qualify for other assistance, but still struggle to make ends meet, finally have relief. 

More 
Affordable 
Child Care 

Child Care Council Executive Director Kathy Halas joined Assembly Members Amy Paulin, Andy Hevesi, 
Michaelle Solages, and Ken Zebrowski, along with school officials and other child care advocates, in 
Albany to rally for fully funded universal full-day pre-k statewide.

Available through 2023
WESTCHESTER  
WORKS CHILD CARE  
SCHOLARSHIP 

                                                       Please help us continue to spread the word!

Families may be eligible if they earn up to: 
$73,240 for a family of 2
$92, 120 for a family of 3
$111,000 for a family of 4
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480 children 
received a 
Westchester 
Works 
Scholarship 
in 2022.

“I am one of the proud recipients of a 
Westchester Works Scholarship. I just 
wanted to take a moment to express 
my extreme gratitude for extending the 
program into 2023. This opportunity has 
not only provided financial relief but also 
an amazing educational and safe resource 
for my children while my husband and I 
are able to work.”

“I am truly honored and grateful to have 
been given the opportunity to participate 
in the Westchester Works scholarship 
program. My household is a single-parent 
household and the help we are receiving 
for child care takes so much pressure off 
my shoulders. It allows me use part of my 
income towards therapeutic activities for 
my autistic child.”

“I am a single parent of two. Although I work 
full time in the medical field, it is certainly not 
easy trying to juggle expenses. As you all may 
know, child care is extremely expensive. I don’t 
know what I would do if this scholarship was 
not available. I not only have enough money 
to spend quality time with my kids, but also 
to supply them with school supplies, shoes, 
clothes, and food. This scholarship makes  
such a difference in my life. I thank you all,  
the continuous help is deeply appreciated!”

“Words cannot express how grateful I am 
to have been given the opportunity to receive 
this scholarship for my daughter. It has given 
me the ability to go back to work and be able 
to provide for her. Since being in day care she 
has been able to develop faster and learn new 
things from her peers every day from all of the 
social interactions.”

In an opinion piece published in Lohud, Kathy Halas expressed 
gratitude for Westchester’s investment, but called on federal officials 
to step up after the Reconciliation Package was announced without 
the child care funding originally promised in the Build Back Better 
Package. (President Biden has since taken some action through 
Executive Order to make child care more accessible and affordable  
and increase compensation/job security for the child care workforce.) 

“Both New York and Westchester County answered the call for child 
care reform that came from so many voices during the pandemic. But 
the continuation and expansion of such efforts will require a  level of 
investment only the federal government can make. To federal officials, 
we pose this question: what the heck happened to child care? And more 
importantly, what steps will you undertake now to deliver on the promises 
made to working families and the child care workforce all over the U.S.?”

More than 100 parents, child care providers, 
nonprofit leaders and business executives gathered 
virtually at our Westchester Child Care Advocacy 
Hour, to share stories and discuss the importance of 
funding child care in the 2023 Westchester County 
budget. We were successful!
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For Children and Families

Reaching 
Parents at 
Work

Keeping  
Kids Safe  
& Healthy

We helped 
2,690 families 
find and pay 
for child care 
in 2022! 

This includes many families who have never been eligible for or aware of these resources 
before. 

 More than 1,770 families came to us for subsidy support services (almost 700 more than the 
previous year!), and we helped 800+ with their applications (a 154% increase from 2021).

 480 children were approved for the Westchester Works Scholarship. Of those who applied 
and were not eligible, 50% were eligible for child care financial assistance (subsidy) 
through the Department of Social Services instead.

 2 families who were struggling with extenuating circumstances but ineligible for other 
financial assistance received a scholarship from the Natalie Duffy Scholarship Fund for  
the Education of Young Children. They can now access safer, regulated child care. 

 9 children received the Council’s own Key to the Future Scholarship. Eligibility is 
specifically designed to include grandparents, victims of domestic  
violence, undergraduate students, and families 
without a home. That is, people who might miss  
out on other financial assistance or scholarships.

We established partnerships with 13 additional 
employers to help their employees find quality child 
care. These include healthcare providers, government 
and nonprofit organizations.

70 child care programs received direct Health Care 
Consultant Services; 22 more than the previous year! 
We approved/updated 125 Health Care Plans, and  
conducted 83 site visits to help child care providers comply with regulations concerning:

 Health and Infection Control 

 Health Care Plans

 Administration of Medication 

 Care of infants and toddlers

 Care of mildly ill children

10 site visits were for direct training related to special health care needs, including asthma, 
allergies, diabetes, and seizures. 

Thanks to the Thomas and Agnes Carvel Foundation, and in partnership with the American 
Lung Association, we conducted an Asthma Training Program for 93 child care professionals 
who serve more than 630 children, and provided them with asthma-related supplies, 
including nebulizers, tubing, masks and spacers, as well as children’s books related to asthma. 
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The federal Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), which we administer in 
Westchester, ensures children in care get nutritious meals and snacks. We conducted 374 
food monitoring visits in 2022 and met our goal of increasing enrollment by 10%, adding 49 
new child care providers to the program. We processed 2,861 menus and issued $3,251,563  
in meal reimbursements to in-home child care providers. 

In 2022, we inspected 374 regulated and 35 
legally exempt child care providers to check 
health and safety standards, and investigated 16 
complaints, including 13 reports of illegal child 
care programs. We issued cease and desist notices 
to those that were found to be operating illegally.

Regularly in touch with struggling families (our Resource and Referral Department fielded 
5,500 calls in 2022!), we work with community partners and funders to secure and distribute 
food and other essentials: 

 914Cares provides books, diapers, wipes and feminine products each month

 A Basic Needs Grant from the Frog Rock Foundation enables us to buy essential items 
families need but can’t afford, including diapers, bedding, formula, clothing, books, book 
bags, sunscreen, developmentally-appropriate toys, and more

 Through United Way of Westchester and Putnam’s donation hub, we obtain diapers, 
formula, home items, furniture, and more

 Morgan Stanley secured thousands of Covid-19 home test kits to support our “Stop the 
Spread” campaign

 The Sexauer Foundation provides books for families with young children 

 Feeding Westchester continues to deliver food each month, which we unload, pack into 
bags, and distribute to families through their child care providers 

Did You 
Know?  
We inspect 
child care 
providers! 

Working 
Together 
to Support 
Families 

far left: Diapers, pull-ups and wipes 
from United Way, for our families. 

left: Thanks to the Frog Rock 
Foundation, we were able to 
distribute book bags to hundreds of 
Westchester’s children just in time 
for the start of a new school year. 
They included school supplies like 
notebooks, rulers, scissors, glue 
and more, as well as tissues and 
sanitizing supplies.
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For Child Care Providers

We educate and support Westchester’s child care and after school workforce through our 
virtual and in-person trainings, and with basic and intensive technical assistance, resources 
and special initiatives. 

In 2022: 

 70 legally exempt child care providers and the families they serve  
accessed clothing, furniture, educational materials, health and  
safety equipment, and more, through our new Resource Program.

 Three groups of child care professionals – Infant/Toddler Family,  
Preschool, and Spanish-Speaking – completed our 120-hour/ 
9-month course leading to the Child Development Associate  
(CDA) credential.

 Through the Sexauer Foundation’s Home Literacy and Library Program, we provided 20 
group family providers and center classrooms with a three-part training series and teaching 
materials. Every child in their care received diverse, developmentally-appropriate books for 
their own home libraries.

 We registered 21 new child care programs, renewed 40, and processed 411 enrollments/ 
re-enrollments for legally exempt providers. 

 7 group family programs maintained their Caring Spaces endorsement and are working 
to achieve the new, fourth tier: Eliminating Suspensions and Expulsions. Infant Toddler 
Regional Coordinator Jami Flynn encouraged the quick implementation of this addition  
due to concerns about multiple suspensions in the region. 

 More than 100 professionals attended our virtual spring Early Childhood conference: 
Working Together: Supporting Children and Responding to Challenging Behaviors, 
featuring a keynote from Dr. Walter Gilliam of Yale University entitled “Expulsion, 
Suspension, and Mental Health in Early Education.”

 We expanded our infant toddler mental health consultation work with a new grant  
from the Robin Hood Foundation through the Early Care and Learning Council.

 We conducted more than 200 virtual and in-person trainings on a wide range of topics, 
including:

• Close and Competent Supervision for Infant & Toddlers
• CPS & First Aid
• Designing Curriculum That Promotes Warm, Loving 
 Learning Experiences for Infants & Toddlers 
• Meeting the Challenge: Guiding Preschool Children  

to Better Behavior
• The ABC’s of Learning Differences 
• The Benefits of Outdoor Learning
• Promoting Play-Based Learning in Your Classroom

Helping early 
education and 
after school 
professionals 
improve 
quality and 
support 
families
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 To encourage ongoing efforts to improve child care quality with engaging, 
developmentally-appropriate activities, we awarded 8 Innovation Grants to centers,  
family child care and after school programs to create or expand experiences:

• Amani Public Charter School – Scholar Sensory Awareness Room
• Country Childrens Center - School Age 3D Printing Discovery Club
• Endicotts Kids Zone - Outdoor Learning Space Expansion
• Jump for Joy Day Care – We Are the World culture exploration   
• RABY Stem Childcare – Lil Olympics
• RYE YMCA – Expanding After School
• Y-COP of Mount Vernon – Hummingbirds Group at Summer Camp
• Yosaya’s Day Care - Montessori Arts and Crafts and Outdoor Family Day

With our help, 520 child care providers were approved for $14 million in stabilization funds 
in 2022, including a home-based professional in White Plains who had decided it was time to 
give up and close after 20 years in business. Ongoing challenges caused by the pandemic and 
economy left her unable to cover operational costs and pay her employees. Then she heard 
from our Business Development Specialists Jessenia Tejada and Jayselle Trancoso that federal 
stabilization funds were available through the NYS Office of Children and Family Services. 
Her application was approved, her employees kept their jobs, and the children in her care 
are safe in a loving learning environment while their parents are working. Overseen by 
Chief Financial Officer Mike Goldman, Jessenia and Jayselle also facilitate additional grant 
application processes, conduct grant info sessions, and provide business skills training to 
help professional child care providers become more efficient and profitable.

Council staff in the field recognized that Spanish-
speaking home child care providers, a growing 
demographic of committed, caring professionals 
in the county, needed extra support. The Quality 
in Action Program offers intensive wraparound 
services: program design, no-cost materials and 
furniture, training – all to ensure that children’s 
developmental, learning and social/emotional 
needs are met. And it hardly ends there. Families 
are connected to resources to help them 
obtain food, transportation, legal aid, mental 
health services, benefits, parenting education, 
and even furniture. Providers, many of whom 
struggled through incredible losses during the 

pandemic, also receive this support. And it works! Pictured here: a “moving up” ceremony where several 
providers were celebrated for improving quality so much they no longer need intensive services. As 
“graduates,” they’re still involved: able to participate in trainings and call on us when needs arise. And we 
know from experience that many will come back to help those who are just starting out! This incredible 
program, established with funding from the Frog Rock Foundation and later funded by the Mother Cabrini 
Foundation, is now fully supported by the Council.
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Congratulations 
to the graduates 
of the Council’s 
CDA courses! 

Knowing that taking care of others can be stressful, we launched quarterly “Be Well, Care Well” events 
for child care professionals, hosted by Council social workers Lillieth Boniello, Amelia Monroy and 
Susan Panarella. Participants get to know each other, share resources, learn wellness strategies, and 
participate in fun activities related to art, fitness, gardening and more.

A dedicated group of child care business owners participated in a six week business training to learn more 
about planning, budgeting, staff recruitment, policies and more. Presented in partnership with the NYS 
Early Care and Learning Council and facilitated by our Director of Community Events/Office Manager 
Juanita Pope, the first five  
sessions were held via  
Zoom and the last, in  
person. Attendees  
enjoyed food and music,  
and had professional  
headshots taken. 

ON THE COVER: Buried in toys! Council staff, Board members, 
community and the Bronxville Montessori School came through with 
tons of toys for our Annual Toy Drive, which Toys for Tots Foundation 
distributed to children in need of some holiday cheer. 
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We have another Rising Star among us! 
Congratulations to Director of Development  
Dana Lawless on her 40 Under 40 recognition 
from the Business Council of Westchester. 

Congratulations to our 2022 Early Education Hall of Heroes inductees! These early education and after  
school professionals have a profound influence on the children in their care, providing a safe and  
nurturing environment every day, and setting the stage for a bright future. 

Sawudat Abraham, Baby Cubs Daycare
Ester Aguzzi, Country Kids Schoolhouse
Cynthia Bolding, Blessed Beginnings Child Care
Michelle Dalton, Little Lamb Child Care
Gina D’Amore, Harrison Children’s Center 
Lia DaRocha, Lia’s Daycare

Deloris and Patrick Hogan, Dee’s Tots Child Care
Shari Lewis, Nana’s Place Family Childcare
Kathy Lynam, Rye YMCA
Howard Milbert, Ossining Children’s Center
Byron Smalls, City of White Plains Youth Bureau
Aledia Vitolo, A Kid’s World Preschool & Daycare

left: You’re never too young to volunteer! Here’s one 
of our youngest supporters painting centerpieces for 
the Hall of Heroes event. (Don’t tell him he’s actually 
practicing fine motor skills!)

right: How do you demonstrate just how much you 
appreciate early care professionals? By turning 
the “Week of the Young Child” into a month-long 
celebration! It culminated in a fun-filled parking lot 
gathering featuring many fun activities for child care 
providers, parents, and children. (Check out more 
photos on the inside front cover of this report.)

left: Celebrated nationally every year, we’re grateful that  
Westchester County recognizes Provider Appreciation Day! 

right: We were proud to applaud Bilingual CACFP Case  
Manager Jessica Cardenas, the latest Council team member  
to graduate from Nonprofit Westchester’s Emerging Leaders 
program, at the Keep Westchester Thriving Awards event.

Dream Big 2022, our 
annual celebration, was 
our most successful 
fundraising event to date, 
and we were proud to have 
100% Board participation 
in those efforts. 

pictured: Congressman 
Mondaire Jones 
(Legislative Leadership 
award); Laura Rossi, 

accepting on behalf of the Westchester Community 
Foundation (Transformative Impact); Jason Barnett, 
accepting on behalf of RXR (Give Local Leader), 
Council Executive Director Kathy Halas; Council 
Board President Emeritus Craig S. Ruoff of Colliers 
International (Children’s Champion).

Celebrations! 
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Business Supporters
Adelphi University
Aerolase Corporation
All Aboard Child Care Center
Law Offices of Alessandra 

Messineo Long
Arch Capital Group
Assured Partners Northeast, 

LLC
AtwoB 
Bettina Equities Management 

LLC
Boston Portfolio Advisers
Business Council of 

Westchester
Captain Lawrence Brewing 

Company
CBIZ Marks Paneth
The Children’s Playhouse  

of Yonkers
College of Westchester
Colliers International 
Concept: CARE, Inc.
Country Childrens Center
The David J. Yvars Group
Dee’s Tots Child Care
Dennis Noskin Architects
Downtown Capital Partners
Entegris, Inc.
ENT and Allergy Associates, 

LLP
Gavin and Dolliver Wealth 

Management LLC
Ginsburg Development 

Corporation 
Goldman Sachs
Greywolf Capital 

Management
In Better Words Marketing
J. Moore Insurance Agency
JDM Benefits
Jill Singer Graphics
The KABR Group
Keane & Beane, P.C.
LGI Forensic Engineering, P.C.
Lightbridge Academy 
Madison Square Garden
Maier Markey & Justic LLP
Merck
Molinelli Architects
Montessori Children’s Center
Mount Kisco Child Care 

Center
Oak Lane Child Care Center
OLA Consulting Engineers
Ossining Children’s Center
Pediatrics of Sleepy Hollow
Pitney Bowes

Reckson
Red Hat
RPW Group
Sharc Creative 
Shleppers Moving & Storage
Simone Development 

Companies
Small World Daycare
Stone Home Inspections, LLC
Stop & Shop
United Corporate Services
Westchester Community 

College 
Westchester Community 

Foundation
Westchester NY Moms
The Westchester School
Westchester Talk Radio 
Workforce Development 

Institute
World Cup Nursery School 

and Kindergarten
Y-COP of Mt. Vernon
Yonkers Brewing Company
York International
Anonymous (1)

Sponsors
Alliant Employee Benefits
Boston Children’s Health 

Physicians
CClean Commercial Cleaning
Clayman, Rosenberg, Kirshner 

& Linder
The Cookware Company 
The D’Emic Family
George Comfort & Sons, Inc.
Kramer Day
The Krase Family
Levitt-Fuirst Insurance
M&T Bank
Montessori Children’s Center
Ida Glick Parks
Leah Peskin
Peter Pauper Press
PKF O’Connor Davies LLP
Polaris Properties
Prager Metis
RXR
Silverson, Pareres & Lombardi
Xylem
YMCA of Central & Northern 

Westchester

Dream Builders
Jessica Apicella
Elizabeth & Christopher Cells
Susana D’Emic
Salli & Bruce Figler
Zoey Guzman
Kathy Halas
Deloris & Patrick Hogan
Koala Park Daycare, LLC
Dr. Emily Koelsch & Todd 

Rebori
Christie Noelle & Scott Krase
Joseph Marchese
Camille Murphy
Modupe Otelaja
Eric Pasinkoff
Eric M. Saidel & Sarah 

Goldstein
L. Jeffrey Samuelson & 

Wendy H. Samuelson
Julianna Flanagan Thurau
Samantha Vecchiolla

Individuals
Roy Ammirati
Katherine Anderson
Jane Aoyama
Elvera Apicella
Jennifer Apicella
Jessica Apicella
Joseph Apicella
Andrea Appel
Anthony Arnerich
Mr. & Mrs. James Arsham
Bobbi & Simon Baker
Nancy Balaban
Jason Barnett
Michael Barr
Kerry Flynn Barrett
Jason Barnett
Mary Ann Becker
Dr. & Mrs. Gilbert 

Beldengreen
Dana Belin
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Berne
Matt Beyers
Dror Bikel
Michelle Bingham
Blitzer Family Charitable 

Fund
Eric Bloom
Karen Blumenthal
Linda H. Bresler
Helaine Brick-Cabot
Michelle Brody & Hal 

Blumenfeld
Donna Brown
Jessica Brown

Heather & Joshua Brumberg
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Burkat
Valbona Bushi
Lindsey Byrnes
Limarie Cabrera
Joseph Cain
Marie & Greg Calnon
Ria Calong
Dorothy Cameron
Anthony Caragliano
Andrew R. Castellano
Elizabeth & Christopher Cells
Jason & Christina Chapin
Anne Chehebar 
Caroline Cho
Theresa Cifali
Kathryn Cifone
Robert A. Clarfeld
Ellen Cogan
John Cole
Mary Jo Collabolletta
Paolo Conte
John Cosgrove
Donna Cuiffo
L. Danielle Cylich
Erna Weber Daniel
John M. Danish
Kathie Dapello
Yael Avi David
Devon Day
Suzie DeAngelis
Avi Deener
Caroline DeFilippo
Mary Beth Del Balzo
Cynthia Delfino
Anthony Demetracopoulos
Susana D’Emic
Betsy DeSoye
Julia Dieperink
Vito DiMatteo
Marc DiTomaso
Lewis Dolin
Thomas Draper 
Krishaveni Drummond
Brian & Christine Duffy
Richard Duffy & Laura Powers
Ephraim Edelman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eifler
Margot T. Elkin
Sandra Fabery
Lisa Feiner
Mr. & Mrs. Ian Feldman
Jennifer Fenster
Holly Ferris
Salli & Bruce Figler
John Finger & Elena Herrera
Roseanne Finizio
Daniel Fish

Contributors  We are immensely grateful for your vital support!          



Jan Fisher
Terrence Flanagan
Patricia Flynn
Jagdish Garg
Helene Gaynor
Leslie & Gerry Geist
William B. Ginsberg
George Gipp
Jody Glassman
Morris Gold
Anna Goldberg
Isaac Goldberg
Lisa & Michael Goldman
Michelle Goldman
Naomi Goldman
Maria-Elena Gonzalez
Alyce Gorch
Liz Gordon & Neil 

Lowenbraun
Dr. Marsha Gordon 
Wayne Gosnell
Meredith Grant
Jody & Allen Greenbaum
Carol Greenberg
Helene & Tom Griffin
Jason Guida
Benita Guzman
Zoey Guzman
Michael Haberman
John Halas
Kathleen Halas
Michael Halas
Bret Halverson
Natasha & Brad Hanan
Lottie Harris
Shelby & Josh Harris
Sakina Hassan
Anitta Haywood
Stacy Hendrie
Donald Hildebrand
Deloris & Patrick Hogan
Tanya Hunt
Yelena Huntington
Debbie Imperia
Maria Imperial
Marilu Irizarry
Bob Irving
James & Gail Isenberg
Abimbola Iyanoye
Anne M. Janiak
Lucas Jeannot
Jamie Jensen
Delores Ji Ji
Kevin Junkins
Anthony Justic
Amy Kanarak
Patricia Keegan
Adina & Jeff Keller
Damyn Kelly

Diann Cameron Kelly
Edwin Kelly
Myra Kelly
Rhonda S. & David L. 

Kershner
Sara Kindler
Nidhi Kissoon
Juli Klein
Maureen Knowles
Rhona & Tom Kochman
Dr. Emily Koelsch & Todd 

Rebori
Victoria Koelsch
Lisa Koh
K.T. Korngold
Christie Noelle & Scott Krase
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Krasnow
Eleanor Krolian
Korey Kross
Ann Ladd
Allison Lake
Jon Paul Lake
Grace Lamont
James & Mary Larkin
Eric & Dana Lawless
Lizanne Lawless
Robert & Debra Lawless
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Ledley
Elaine Lerner
Maurice Lewis
Shari D. Lewis
Dr. Anne Lillis
Arnold Linhardt
Arlene Ludwig
Patrick Lynch
Maryann Lyon
Huguette Machbitz
Marc Machbitz
James J. Malone
Angela & Joseph Marchese
Joseph Marchese
Yuval Marcus
Jaclyn Martin
Nicole Masucci
Jane McCarthy
Jill & Christian McCourtney
Maria McGinty
Vivian McPartland
Jim Messing
Adrienne Meyer
Dawn Meyerski
Howard Milbert
Lydia Milone
Hillary Millman
Sandy Mislow
Juanita Mitchell-Scott
Dr. Josephine Moffett
Dina & Paul Monte
Julia Moore

Matt Moran
Donna Morrison
Camille Murphy
Danese Brielle Nalence
Anne Newman
Latasha Nias
Chad Oberbroeckling
Abiola Okeowo
Toyin Okeowo
Rose O’Nell-Suspitsyna
Danielly Ortiz
Lucia V. Ortiz
Modupe Otelaja
Shari Paley
Jill Pappalardi
Eric & Maureen Pasinkoff
Lívia Paula
Polly Peace
Ralph E. Penny
Ariella Perkes-Schreiber
Phyllis & Brad Perkins
Terry Davis Perl
Leah Peskin
Elizabeth S. Pforzheimer
Peter Phillips
Nicholas & Jill-Marie Pirrotta
Joseph Pizzimenti
Bettina Prober
Beth Propper
Arielle Raftopoulos
Ronnie Ram
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rauch
John & Berry Ravitz
Whit Rawlinson
Valerie Raynor
Kurt & Nicole Rebori
Rose & Daniel Rebori
Reinmann Charitable Trust
Rosa Reiter
Pat & Hilly Renz
Vivanique Rivera
Amirah Roberts
Dr. & Mrs. Joshua Rocker
Alex Rodriguez
Nestor Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rome
Maxine Rosenberg
Brian & Jeannie Rosenthal 
John Rubbo
Craig & Jennifer Ruoff
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Ruoff
Barbara Saidel
Eric M. Saidel & Sarah 

Goldstein
Marc & Sheryl Saidel
Emily Saltzman & David 

Hoffner
Debbie & Jeff Samberg

L. Jeffrey & Wendy H. 
Samuelson

Mike Samuelson & Dr. 
Meghan Drummond 
Samuelson

Fred & Samantha Schwam
Adam Segal
Amy Sell
Davin Sessa
Mary Lou Sgro
Violeta Shala-Guerrero
Douglas Shepord
Rona Sheramy
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Silva
Ann Rose Simon
Jill Singer
Frank Sisti
Cynthia Smith
Joanne Smith
Kari Solomon 
Laura Sosinsky
Michele Soto
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Souviney
Leonard Spano
Gary & Jill Spieler
Lindsey Stansfield
Thomas Staudter
Susan Steeg
Jennifer Stone
Maureen Syracuse
Vivian Taylor
Glenda Thatcher
Kristen Theisen
Lisa Theiss
Cindy Thornton
Julianna Flanagan Thurau
Karen & Michael Tom
John Tortolani
Loriel Townsend
Kathleen Troy
Stefanie & Ken 
Karen Trendell
Samantha Vecchiolla
Annunziata Vernillo
Pedro Veronezi
Elisabeth Vieselmeyer
Donald Vogelman
Ronnie & Jesse Weinberger
Greg & Kathiryn Werlinich
Brad Williams
Henry Wilson
Kerry Wilson
Susan Wolfson
Mr. & Mrs. David Yasgur
Jennifer Zogg
Michael & Lorraine Zupon
Ryan Zupon
Anonymous (3)
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Government Contracts 
New York State Department  
of Health
New York State Office of  
Children and Family Services
Westchester County  
Department of Social Services

Grants

Grants received from our generous business, individual and nonprofit partners allow us to 
offer important and innovative programs that improve early care and learning for children in 
Westchester.

GRANTOR  PURPOSE
Carvel Foundation ........................................... Pilot Asthma Program
Early Care and Learning Council ................ Infant Toddler Mental Health Consultation
Edith Glick Shoolman Foundation ........... General Support 
Frog Rock Foundation  ................................... Basic Needs 
The Jandon Foundation ................................. General Support
The M&T Charitable Foundation .............. General Support
The Schaffer Family Foundation ................ General Support
Sexauer Foundation  ....................................... Early Literacy, Pandemic Relief
St. Faith’s House  ............................................. Quality Improvement for Spanish-Speaking 
 Family Providers
Zupon Family Foundation ............................ General Support    
Anonymous (3)  ................................................ General Support 
Anonymous (1)  ................................................. Enhanced Employee Compensation, 
 Program Support

   Programs
 $8,120,005

Contributions 
$957,137

CARES Act stimulus 
$435,062

>1%  Other Income 
$6,414

-2%  Investment Income 
($190,567)

Total Revenue
$9,328,051 

Program Services 
$7,096,329

Fundraising 
$129,259 

Core Mission  
(General and 
Administrative)  
$788,149

Total Expenses
$8,013,737

Financials

Westchester County Office for Women
Westchester County Office of Workforce 
Investment
U.S. Administration for Children and Families -  
Head Start (through grantee WestCOP)

87%
88%

10%2%
10%

5%

R
E

V E N U E  

           E X P E N
S E

S
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Board Officers
PRESIDENT
Christie Noelle Krase - 
Educator, Sidwell Friends  
Lower School

VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. Emily Koelsch - General 
Pediatrics, BCHP

TREASURER
Wayne Gosnell - Partner, 
Clayman Rosenberg Kirshner  
& Linder LLP

CO- SECRETARIES
Samantha Vecchiolla - Real 
Estate Agent, William Raveis
Julianna Flanagan Thurau - 
Client Consulting Manager,
Visa

PRESIDENT (EMERITUS)
Craig Ruoff - Executive 
Managing Director, Colliers 
International

Board Members
Sapna Arvind - Consultant, 
Prenatal to Five Fiscal 
Strategies
Emily Bishop - Director of 
Principal Gifts, International 
Rescue Committee
Cynthia Bolding - Owner, 
Blessed Beginnings Childcare, 
Inc
Helaine S. Brick-Cabot - 
Principal, Brick-Cabot Law
Chris Cells - Assistant Vice 
President, Catholic Health – 
Mercy Hospital
Sue D’Emic - Senior Vice 
President/Accounting Officer 
and Controller, Booking 
Holdings

Zolaida Guzman - Vice 
President of Operations, LGI 
Forensic Engineering, P.C.
Diann Cameron Kelly, PhD - 
Associate Provost for Student 
Success, Adelphi University
Nidhi Garg Kissoon - 
Intellectual Property Counsel, 
Entegris, Inc.
Joe Marchese - Partner, 
Silverson, Pareres & Lombardi 
LLP
Mark Mathias - Owner, 
Lightbridge Academy  
of Scarsdale
Camille Failla Murphy, LCSW, 
ACSW - Founder & Director, 
Women’s Research and 
Education Fund
Danielly Ortiz - Director  
of Development & 
Communications, Garra

Modupe Otelaja - Sales 
Operations Leader, IBM
Eric Pasinkoff - Principal, Law 
Office of Eric Michael Pasinkoff, 
Esq.
Nicholas R. Pirrotta, CFP - 
Financial Advisor, Clarfeld  
Financial Advisors
Whit Rawlinson - Digital Health 
Innovation Leader, Merck 
Oncology
Jeff Samuelson - Retired Senior 
Business Executive
Eric M. Saidel, JD, SHRM-SCP, 
SPHR - Director of Human 
Resources, Weill Cornell 
Medicine
Laura Stout-Sosinsky, PhD - 
Research Scientist
Public Health Management 
Corporation

Management Team
Kathleen Halas - Executive 
Director
Laura Cleare - Director of 
Professional Development
Michael Goldman - Chief 
Financial Officer
Lindsay Iacovello - Director  
of Provider Services  
Dana Lawless - Director  
of Development 
Katherine Mancini - Director of 
Health Care Consultant Services
Nicole Masucci - Director of 
Family and Employer Services
Juanita Pope - Director of 
Community Events/Office 
Manager

Finance Staff
Christine Iacovello- Bookkeeper
Jessenia Tejada - Child Care 
Business Development Specialist
Jayselle Trancoso-Liburd 
- Child Care Business 
Development Specialist

Administrative Staff
Jasmine Robinson - 
Communications Associate
Jovanna Romero - 
Administrative Assistant
Anna Silvani - Executive 
Assistant

Professional  
Development Staff
Idie Benjamin - Program 
Specialist / Career Advisor
Yolanda Dodson - Preschool 
Developmental Specialist
Gabriella Figueroa - 
Administrative Assistant of 
Professional Development
Jami Flynn - Assistant Director 
of Professional Development
Maria Fredrick - Preschool 
Developmental Specialist
Teresa Garcia - Bilingual Early 
Childhood Quality Specialist 
Michelle Guena - Data 
Specialist 
Casey Lindwall - Infant Toddler 
Specialist
Cynthia Miller - Baby Steps 
Forward Specialist

Susan Panarella - Infant/Toddler 
Mental Health Consultant
Sarah Ruppert - Professional 
Development Coordinator 
Julieanne VanAlstine - OFW 
Early Childhood Specialist
Lillieth Zuckerman - Infant/ 
Toddler Mental Health  
Specialist

Resource & Referral  
Staff
Kelsy Burgos - Resource and 
Referral Child Care Counselor
Cathy Fernandez - Resource  
and Referral Database 
Administrator
Arlene Leuzzi - Scholarship 
Coordinator
Andrea Rosendo - Child Care 
Subsidy Specialist
Leslie Vivaldo - Scholarship 
Administrator

Provider Services Staff
Dionisio Burgos - Administrative 
Assistant
Latoya Carney-Ramsey - 
Provider Services Supervisor

Dayna Clemons - Legally 
Exempt Case Manager 
Teekeesh Corwell - Legally 
Exempt Resource Specialist
Noreen Delacy - CACFP Case 
Manager
Analidia Flores - Bilingual 
Legally Exempt Case Manager
Evelyn Henriques - Registration 
Case Manager
Jury Martinez - CACFP 
Bilingual Case Manager
Elsa Sanchez - Bilingual 
Registration Case Manager
Alexandra Santana - Assistant 
Director of Provider Services
Michele Sardullo - Registration 
Case Manager
Monica Soto - Bilingual 
Registration Case Manager
Jason Thomas - Legally Exempt 
Coordinator
Phillip Wise - Registration Case 
Manager
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