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A Message From The Executive Director 
Dear Friends,

National investment in life-changing experiences for young children expanded 

with the new federal Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership program 

designed to boost the quality of subsidized child care for babies and infants. 

The federal Child Care Development Block Grant, which funds child care 

subsidies, was reauthorized with overwhelming bi-partisan support. The 

new law introduced higher standards for child care safety and quality, reflecting a growing 

understanding that child care not only enables parents to work, it changes life outcomes for 

children. The New York State budget included the first ever funding for QUALITYstarsNY, 

our state’s emerging system to improve child care quality and expand parental information 

on available options. And despite fears of child care cuts in the Westchester County budget, 

subsidy funding was maintained and we retained our child care subsidy specialist.

Westchester’s regulated child care sector grew in 2015 to serve over 34,000 children birth 

to age 12, so the Council was busier than ever. We helped 23 family provider and after school 

programs, and 20 school age programs, open. We distributed $1.94 million in reimbursements 

to family providers to support their serving of healthy meals and snacks. We brought the joy of 

reading to hundreds of children and their families through our Early Literacy/Family Book Bag 

Program. We connected nearly 2,700 parents to child care options and provided Westchester 

employers with Smart Child Care info for their workers. We deepened the skills of the child 

care workforce through trainings and conferences, and worked in classrooms and provider 

homes to improve program quality. Participation in our Child Development Associate (CDA) 

credential courses reached an all-time high with the addition of a preschool CDA funded by the 

Westchester County Department of Social Services - Office of Workforce Investment.

We still heard from Westchester parents, even those at the highest income 

levels, that they are struggling to pay for child care. Child care scholarships 

from our Early Opportunity Fund made safe, quality child care possible for 30 

Westchester families, but many more need our help.

We will continue to deliver our unique services to parents, employers and the Westchester early 

care and education community. But we will also continue to seek systemic changes leading to 

an affordable and high quality child care system that serves all our children and families.

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Halas

Child Care Council of Westchester

n	 when every child’s potential is maximized from birth 
n	 when every parent can go to work free from distraction or worry
n	 when Westchester businesses have access to a talented, well-educated 

homegrown workforce
n	 when community leaders universally acknowledge that quality early 

care is essential

Working 
together, 
we will 
see the 
day...

2015 
was  
a very  
good 
year.

Our work 
is far from 
done.



Who We Serve 
Children
Children are born learning; 85% of their brain 

growth happens between birth and age 5. 

Whether or not that opportunity is maximized 

before kindergarten - through interactions 

and sensory experiences - impacts every 

aspect of their future: academics, physical 

health, emotional development, decision-

making, career and earnings. If parents are 

working, children need to be in a quality early 

care and education setting in order to start 

and stay on the right path.

Families
Parents and guardians should be able to 

go to work knowing their children are safe, 

loved and learning. We help them understand 

what quality child care looks like and why 

it’s important, find and evaluate child care 

programs, and access financial support in the 

form of the child care subsidy program, tax 

credits and scholarships. There is no charge 

for any of our parent services. 

Child Care Providers
As a one-stop resource for all segments of 

the early care and education community, 

we offer the training, technical assistance 

and professional development opportunities 

that help child care providers give the best 

possible care, grow their businesses, and 

meet regulatory requirements. 

Employers
When employers share our free resources 

and referral services with employees, it can 

improve productivity and morale and help 

with recruiting and retention. 

Westchester
Quality early care and education is 	

how we ensure today’s children 	

will grow into tomorrow’s 	

well-prepared workforce. 

 

The Child Care Council of Westchester, part of a state and national network of nonprofit resource 

and referral agencies, champions the healthy development of children, families, and communities 

through quality early care and education. As Westchester’s central hub for child care resources, 

referrals and information for parents and child care providers, our work is a collaborative effort 

between our early care and education colleagues, government partners, generous business and 

individual sponsors and donors, volunteers, and other nonprofit organizations who share our vision. 
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Our Impact
Advocacy
Our advocacy enabled us to maintain funding 

at a time when many other nonprofits faced 

cuts.

n	 In Westchester, Title XX child care subsidy 

funding of $1.4 million remained intact, 

the parent share was held at 27%, and we 

preserved the child 

care subsidy specialist 

position at the Council

n	At the state level, 

there was $22 million 

of new pre-k funding

n	The federal 

government 

increased funding for 

the Child Care and 

Development Block 

Grant, which funds 

child care subsidies

We are a voice for parents, who responded 

to our annual Child Care Survey with a clear 

message: working parents at all income levels 

have trouble paying for care. 

n	 647 parents, from every income level in 

every community in our county, responded 

- a 41% increase over 2014 

l	Half of the survey respondents earn more 

than $60k/year; 30% earn more than 

$100k

l	44% of respondents have trouble paying 

for child care, including those with 

household incomes over $100,000 

l	Just 60% of respondents who are income-

eligible for the child care subsidy are 

receiving it

l	Nearly half the respondents cited “quality 

of program” as a factor in their child care 

selection, a big jump over prior survey 

results 

l	Parents are beginning to understand that 

quality is an important selection criteria, 

over cost and location

 

Deputy County Executive 
Kevin Plunkett and County 
Legislator Ben Boykin

Council Executive Director Kathy Halas and  
former County Legislator Michael Smith, 
President of Berkeley College

Council Board member 
Dr. Josephine Moffett 
and NYS Assemblyman 
David Buchwald 

New in 2015
The Council asked for 
Westchester County 
to look at the long-
term challenges and 
opportunities in the child 
care industry, outside the 
annual budget process. 
The Child Care Study 
Group was formed, co-
chaired by Deputy County 
Executive Kevin Plunkett 
and Board of Legislators 
Chairman Mike Kaplowitz.

We expanded quality 
early childhood services 
in Westchester via 
a collaboration with 
WestCOP on a new 
federal Early Head Start 
- Child Care Partnership 
grant for “Babies Step 
Forward.” 
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We’re all stakeholders when 
it comes to the future of 
Westchester’s children. Our 
advocacy events and alerts 
keep the business and nonprofit 
communities, as well as parents, 
child care providers and elected 
officials, engaged and informed 
about the most pressing issues.

Child Care Report Card

Supply & 
Availability B
Quality B+

Affordability C-

Report Card Challenge  Nonprofit and community leaders, parents, child care providers, 

employers, and professionals, as well as elected officials at all levels of government, joined us 

at the annual Report Card Challenge in October where we revealed the results 

of our annual Parent Survey and graded the quality, affordability and supply of 

Westchester’s child care offerings.

Above & below right: At our annual Children’s Legislative 
Breakfast, presented in partnership with the Westchester 
Children’s Association, Westchester youth had the opportunity 
to address legislators about issues facing young people.

Above left: Testifying at County budget hearings is critical to ensuring that children and families have a voice. 
Here, Council Board of Directors member Jeff Samuelson speaks about the importance of investing in quality early 
education.
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Parent Support

Westchester’s parents always have a place to turn when they need 

information and resources related to child care and education. 

Resource and Referral Department Highlights: 

n	 Responded to nearly 2,700 requests for child care
n	 Provided online child care search tool in Spanish 
n	 Assisted 900+ parents with child care subsidy needs, to help get 

more children into quality care

l	A 28% increase over the number of parents served in 2014

l	Prescreened 736 parents for the subsidy

l	Assisted 147 child care providers with subsidy issues

Our #GetSmartChildCare 
campaign educates 
parents countywide that 
when it comes to child 
care, they need to think 
beyond just location 
and affordability and 
understand that quality 
matters.

Melanie Santana, Child  
Care Subsidy Specialist 

Cathy Fernandez, Resource and Referral 
Counselor

Registration and Monitoring of Child Care Programs

Our info sessions, technical assistance and 

monitoring visits help individuals and groups 

who want to start or maintain a center, home-

based or school age child care program to 

understand and meet the associated legal, 

regulatory, business and programmatic 

requirements. 

Provider Services Highlights: 

n	 Registered 43 new and renewed 79 Family 

Child Care (FCC) and School Age (SACC) 

programs

n	 Completed 932 initial and renewal Legally 

Exempt provider enrollments

We keep kids safe 
and healthy 
In 2015 we conducted 	
485 inspections, 57 	
safety assessments, and 
662 food monitoring 	
visits to child care 
providers in 	
Westchester County.

Increasing access  
to quality care! 
In 2015, we helped 135 
families complete the 	
subsidy application.
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Health Services 

Adult health, 

including the 

prevention of costly 

chronic diseases and 

the ability to make 

positive lifestyle 

choices, is heavily 

determined by the 

availability of quality 

early childhood 

development (before age 5). 

Health Care Consultant Services Highlights: 

n	 Provided direct Health Care Consultant 

Services to 62 programs and Intensive 

Technical Assistance to 20 programs

n	 Conducted 59 site visits to assist child care 

providers in complying with regulations

n	 Approved/updated 74 Health Care Plans

n	 Held courses and workshops related to 

medication administration, flu prevention 

and control, and asthma

As part of the Child and Adult Care Food 

Program (CACFP), which helps providers 

offer nutritious meals and snacks for children 

in their care and pay for the food, we:

n	 Enrolled 41 new CACFP participants for a 

total of more than 200 providers

n	 Distributed more than $1.94 million to 

providers for healthy meals and snacks 

Educate Early Care and Education 
Workforce 

To improve the quality of care in Westchester, 

our professional development opportunities 

target every aspect of a quality child care 

provider’s required skillset.

Professional Development Highlights: 

n	 Trained 3,379 early care and education 

professionals 

l	New trainings: Power of Teachers Talk, 

Nature Training with Hanover Hilltop 

Farm, Summer Cooking, The Unhurried 

Child, Reggio Emilia, and more 

n	 Improved the quality of more than 120 

classrooms and family/group family 

programs through our collaborative 

intensive technical assistance services

n	 Implemented the innovative Babies Step 

Forward program with a dozen group family 

providers serving babies and toddlers 

receiving the child care subsidy

n	 Professional Development Specialist Letty 

McGrath earned the NYS Early Learning 

Training Credential

n	 Continued to expand our work with the 

growing number of Spanish speaking family 

and group family providers through training, 

technical assistance 

and participation in 

the Early Literacy/

Family Book Bag 

Program

Above: Elissa Guzzardi, Director of Health Care 
Consultant Services, provides Medication 

Administration Training to a child care 
provider 

Left: Registrar Michele Sardullo 
provides technical assistance to 
members of the Pleasantville 
Recreation Department

Babies Step Forward 
Changes Lives 
The children and families 
in 12 family child care 
programs have access 
to critical intervention 
services - including 
physical and speech 
therapy, mental health, 
food and housing, parent 
education and provider 
training – that have a 
lifelong impact. The 
program is administered 
by the Child Care Council 
in partnership with federal 
grantee WestCOP.



Improve Early Literacy
Early experiences with books are crucial to literacy and language 

development of young children. Differences in children’s vocabulary 

are evident at 18 months of age, generally related to family income and 

education levels. We seek to lessen that disparity. 

Literacy Highlights: 

n	With support from the Sexauer, Thomas and Agnes Carvel and 

People’s United Community foundations, we brought our Early 

Literacy/Family Book Bag Program to over 350 children in 28 

different child care settings all over the county. Participants received 

staff training on early literacy, intensive classroom consultation, 

resources and book bags full of carefully chosen books for the 

families to enjoy. 

n	 For the first time, we included children’s books on asthma and 

allergies to encourage awareness of and support for these 

sometimes-challenging conditions

n	 Teachers and parents overwhelmingly agreed that the program 

improved the frequency of family reading

Left: Sandra Arasim,  
Infant/Toddler Specialist

Right: The Council’s highly-
skilled Professional  
Development Team

Right: Following our 7th 
Annual Book Drive, sponsored 
by Nordstrom, Westchester 
child care providers who serve 
children from low-income 
families have an extra 
3,000 books on-hand to read 
and share. 

New Website! 
Now parents, 
professionals and 
employers can quickly 
find exactly what they 
need, and all of our 
visitors can easily 
navigate to opportunities 
to get involved. 
Interactive features 
include the Advocacy 
Action Center, a job bank 
for providers and job 
seekers, and the e-child 
care search database.
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Child Care Scholarships
All children are entitled to quality early care 

and education, no matter the circumstances of 

their birth. Through scholarships generously 

supported by the community, we were able to 

help families who would otherwise not be able to afford care. 

Scholarship Highlights: 

n	 Launched the Early Opportunity Fund at our Annual Breakfast and 

raised $47,745 for scholarships in 2015

n	 31 children received a scholarship for child care

n	 Geographically diverse scholarship recipients live all over 

Westchester, including Hastings-on-Hudson, Montrose, Mount 

Vernon, New Rochelle, Ossining, Peekskill, Port Chester, Somers, 

White Plains, Yonkers and Yorktown Heights

Recognize Exceptional Contributions
There are many people and organizations 

working to improve the lives and education 

of Westchester’s youngest residents. We 

celebrate them at our Annual Awards 

Breakfast each year. 

2015 Champions for Children – community 

leaders and institutions that create bright 

futures for children through life-changing 

programs, initiatives and funding: 

n	 Congresswoman Nita Lowey
n	 Family Services of Westchester
n	 Sarah Lawrence College

2015 Joey Award 

Winners – professionals 

in early care and 

education or 

related fields who 

make outstanding 

contributions to the 

field and quality of life 

for children and parents:

n	 Dawn Meyerski,  

Mount Kisco Child Care Center
n	 Elizabeth Spano,  

Oak Lane Child Care Center
n	 Patrice Cuddy, Parent Child Home Program, 

Westchester Jewish Community Services
n	 Bettina Langsam, Morning Star Day Care

Regent Harry Phillips III, 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey,  
and Master of Ceremonies  
   Tara Rosenblum of News12 

Social Media 
Success: Council 
raises $14k for 
scholarships in 1 day! 

On #GivingTuesday, 
we were selected by 
the Journal News and 
Nonprofit Westchester as 
a critical nonprofit and 
prominently featured 
on the front page of the 
Journal News to talk 
about our successful 
social media fundraising 
strategies. Our thanks to 
TD Bank for sponsoring 
our first ever social media 
challenge and donating 
$1 to us (up to $2,500) 
for every like, share 
and retweet we got on 
related Facebook and 
Twitter posts. And, our 
supporters were really 
inspired to dig deep and 
give generously thanks 
to our Board of Directors, 
who graciously matched 
every donation (up to 
$3,000).

BREAKING NEWS 24/7 AT LOHUD.COM
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2015 

$2.00 RETAIL FOR HOME DELIVERY PRICING, SEE PAGE 2A

WESTCHESTER-PUTNAM

Home delivery 800-942-1010 
Main Number 914-694-9300

© 2015 The Journal News
Volume 18, Number 14

By the Way

COUPON  
SAVINGS

UP TO

$209 
P TTTOOOOOOOOOO

The legal 
tab soars for 
Metro-North 
accidents

$38M AND CLIMBING$38M AND CLIMBING
T

he legal tab for two Metro-North de-railments, including one of the deadli-est crashes in the commuter railroad’s33-year history, stands at more than$38.4 million and is certain to grow inthe coming years, a Journal News in-vestigation has found.The bulk of the payouts — $28.2 million in settle-ments and legal costs — went to injured passen-gers or the families of four riders killed Dec. 1,2013, when a speeding Manhattan-bound train de-railed along the Hudson River near Spuyten Duy-vil in the Bronx, according to documents obtainedunder the Freedom of Information Law. Of that,$22.2 million went to settlements and another $6million to legal expenses.The records obtained by The Journal Newsshow that another $9.2 million in settlements hasbeen paid to some of the 73 passengers injured 

INDEX » BUSINESS 1F » CLASSIFIED inside » COMICS inside » CROSSWORD 7C » DEAR ABBY 7C » LOTTERIES 2A » OBITUARIES 16A » OPINION 19A » SCOREBOARD 6D » TELEVISION 6C

WEATHER » 2A
Today: Clearing
HIGH: 67 LOW: 35
Tomorrow: Sunny
HIGH: 58 LOW: 33

Their Facebook page was likely static, theirTwitter feed inert.
But Giving Tuesday changed all that for manynonprofits who now see the Tuesday after Thanks-giving as the gift that keeps on giving, makingthem savvier, busier and more connected to theircore audiences.

Since 2012, Giving Tuesday has injected a vol-unteer spirit into the consumeristic continuum ofBlack Friday, Small Business Saturday and CyberMonday. The brainchild of 92nd Street Y execu-tive Henry Timms, it has turned the post-Thanks-giving Tuesday into a day to think of others by vol-unteering or donating to nonprofits.Last year, #GivingTuesday had 32.7 millionTwitter impressions and 698,600 mentions, and 

Nonprofits energizedfor Giving Tuesday 

JOE LARESE/THE JOURNAL NEWSChild Care Council of Westchester's DevelopmentDirector Dana Lawless, marketing consultant HillaryMillman and Executive Director Kathy Halas talk abouthow they dramatically improved fund raising Monday. 

PETER D. KRAMER PKRAMER@LOHUD.COM

Eleven people who worked in rescue and recov-ery efforts at Ground Zero after the Sept. 11, 2001,terrorist attacks have died in the six weeks sincethe most recent anniversary.Another Ground Zero worker, Roy McLaugh-lin, died Sept. 10, one day before the anniversary.McLaughlin, 38, was a Yonkers police officerwhen the World Trade Center was attacked. Laterpromoted to a lieutenant, the married father offour young children was diagnosed with brain can-cer five years ago.
The 12 deaths add a sense of urgency to effortsto renew legislation that provided medical care to

rescue workers and other first responders who be-came ill as a result of their work at Ground Zero,advocates say. That legislation, the James Zadro-ga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act, expiredSept. 30.
All told, more than 1,700 people have died from9/11-related illnesses, the law’s sponsors say.One of the law’s key components, the WorldTrade Center Health Program, has enough moneyto continue operating until March or April. With-out action by Congress, the program will begin no-tifying patients in January that they will lose ser-vices, according to John Feal, a former demolition 

9/11 health bill gains support,but several challenges linger 
BRIAN TUMULTY BTUMULTY@GANNETT.COM

THOMAS C ZAMBITO THE JOURNAL NEWS

$22.2M
Amount to settle the claims of injured passengers andthe estates of those who were killed when a Hudson Linetrain derailed near Spuyten Duyvil in the Bronx in Decem-ber 2013

$9.2M
Amount to settle the claims of passengers injured when aNew Haven Line train derailed in Bridgeport in May 2013

$7M
Legal costs and expenses for both derailments

SETH HARRISON/THE JOURNAL NEWS 

Emergency personnel work at the scene of aMetro-North train that derailed in the Bronx on Dec. 1,2013. Four people were killed and dozens were injured. 

See GIVING, Page 9A

See BILL, Page 12A

See ACCIDENTS, Page 7A

The Mets worked out on Saturday in advance of Tuesdaynight’s Game 1 of the World Series against the Royals at Kauff-man Stadium. The Mets announced that Matt Harvey will startthe opener and Jacob deGrom Game 2 Wednesday. Story, 6D
Game 1: Tues. at K.C., TV:Fox, 8:07 p.m. 
Game 2: Wed. at K.C., Fox,8:07

Game 3: Fri. at Citi Field, Fox:8:07 

Game 4: Sat. at Citi Field,Fox, 8:07

*Game 5: Nov. 1 at Citi Field,Fox, 8:15

*Game 6: Nov. 3 at K.C., Fox,8:07 

*Game 7: Nov. 4 at K.C., Fox,8:07 

*- if necessary

Mets get ready
for Kansas City

APMets right fielder Curtis Granderson stretches before battingpractice on Saturday at Citi Field. 

WP

“Before my family received the scholarship awards, my 
husband and I were both working full time, but still could 
not afford to put our kids in quality full time care. So one of 
us was going to have to quit and stay home. Thanks to the 
Council, we didn’t have to make that choice.”



Financials

For the Child Care Council’s complete 2014-2015 audited financial statement, visit  

http://www.childcarewestchester.org/pdf/2014-2015_Financial_Audit.pdf

Grants
Grants received from our generous business, individual and nonprofit partners allow us to 

offer exciting, important and innovative programs that improve early care and learning for 

children in Westchester. 

Grantor	 Purpose

Thomas and Agnes Carvel Foundation	 Early Literacy

Cornell University	 Blumenthal Summer Internship Program

The Jandon Foundation	 General Support

People’s United Community Bank	 Early Literacy

Sexauer Foundation	 Early Literacy

Edith Glick Shoolman Foundation	 General Support

Philip and Lynn Straus Foundation, Inc.	 General Support 

TD Charitable Foundation	 School-Age Quality Improvement

University of Chicago	 Subsidy Research Study

Westchester Community Foundation	 Public Policy and Advocacy 

IBM Corporation	 Board Capacity-Building

Anonymous (1)	 Advocacy and General Support

Government Contracts 
New York State Department of Health

New York State Office of Children and Family Services

Westchester County Department of Social Services

Westchester County Office for Women

Westchester County Office of Workforce Investment 

US Administration for Children and Families –  

Head Start (through grantee WestCOP)

Program 
Revenues 
$4,414,960

Program 
Services       
$4,201,994 

Contributions  
$196,296
 

REVENUE EXPENSES

General and 
Administrative    
$331,141  
 Investment Income 

$13,893

  

Fundraising            
$115,618 

   

Other Income     
$35,650  

   
Total Revenue  
$4,660,799

Total Expenses        
$4,648,753
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Contributors  
to the Child Care Council 
of Westchester, Inc. 
July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 

We are immensely grateful  
for your vital support!

Business Supporters 
Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza
Benjamin Steakhouse
Billet International
BNCVoice
The Bridge Deck
California Pizza Kitchen
Comedywise Incorporated
Dennis Noskin Architects
Desires by Mikolay
The Digital Arts Experience 
Doral Arrowwood 
Double Tree by Hilton Hotel
Eileen Fisher, Inc.
Examiner Media
Happy Harbor Child Care
Hilton Westchester
Inspiria Media, Inc.
Kass and Jaffe CPAs
North Street Community, LLC
Pitney Bowes
Raybin Management, LLC
The Rivertown Pre-school Program
Shore Grant Services
Sisters of St. John the Baptist DCC
Skinchanted Spa
Vino100
WHUD
Zarin & Steinmetz

Sponsors 

Clarfeld Financial Services
Early Einstein Learning Center
Family Services of Westchester
Frontier Communications
The Lanza Learning Center
Polaris Properties
PwC
Reckson, a division of SL Green 

Realty Corp
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Westchester Children’s Association
Workforce Development Institute

Individuals 

Mr. and Mrs. David Alexander
Sally Alfis
Patricia Amanna, Ed.D.
Emily Angell
Margie and Jim Arsham
Nancy Balaban
Karen Blumenthal
Linda H. Bresler
Linda Breton
Hon. David Buchwald
Richard and Martha Burns
Antoinette Cantone-Dennings
Michael P. Carbon and  

Lorayne K. Carbon
Debbie Catalano
Jason Chapin
Joshua Chapin
Dr. Greg Chartier
Thomas Coleman
Mary Jo Collabolletta
L. Danielle Cylich
John Danish
Susana D’Emic
Eugene W. Devlin and Lisbeth Devlin
Robert Dolliver
Amy Echelman
Holly Edelstein
Margot T. Elkin
Dr. Mistie Eltrich
Lydia Evans MD
Sara Fienup
Salli and Bruce Figler
Meg Gardinier
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Garrison
Gerald and Leslie Geist
George Gipp
Lisa and Michael Goldman
Cora Greenberg
Marianne and Ruairi Gribbon
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Griffin
Thomas Guzzardi and Elissa Guzzardi
Jaclyn Halas
Kathleen Halas
Felice Harris
Lottie and Conrad Harris
Barbara Holland
James Isenberg and Gail Isenberg 
Anne Janiak
Chris Johnson
Kevin Junkins
Andrew Karlen, Esq.
Eileen M. Kelley
Giles Kemp
Rhonda S. Kershner and  

David L. Kershner
Robert Kissner
Ewa S. Knapik

Paul and Jennifer Kooney
Kenneth Kristal
Eleanor B. Krolian
Korey and Koren Kross
James and Mary Larkin
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Lawless
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lawless
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leand, Jr.
Brian Levin
Liz Liscio
Neil Lowenbraun and Liz Gordon
Cecilia and Joe McKenney
Adrienne Meyer
Hillary Millman
Dr. Josephine Moffett
Molinelli Architects
Steven and Paula Morvay
Camille Murphy 
Virginia Norton
Michelle Ortiz-Soto
Melissa Peckham-Lenes
Ralph Penny
Theresa Perl
Leah Peskin
Elizabeth S. Pforzheimer
Harry and Marjorie Phillips
Mildred Pintchman
Felicia Putter
David A.H. Rapaport
Craig S. Ruoff
Rori Sagal
Raphi Salem
L. Jeffrey Samuelson and  

Wendy H. Samuelson
Robi Schlaff
Rosalind J. Schulman
Pamela Shaw
Ann Rose Simon
Jill Singer
Byron Smalls
Patricia Smith
Ann Spindel
Jane Fulton Stanley
Thomas Staudter
Susan Steeg
Mr. and Mrs. John Sterbenz
Evelyn M. Stock
Laura Strong
Virginie and Daniel Stujenske
Julie and Michael Swidler
Maureen Syracuse
Vivian Taylor
Amy Weinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Wine
Steven Wysmuller
Michael and Lorraine Zupon
Anonymous (2)
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Child Care Council of Westchester Members
The Council would like to 
acknowledge the programs, providers 
and individuals listed below for 
supporting the Council by becoming 
members in 2015.

Center Members

A Kid’s World Preschool & Daycare LLC, 

Akidsworldpreschool.com, Mount Kisco

Alcott School, Alcottschool.org, 	

Scarsdale

All Aboard on the Hudson, 

Allaboardchildcare.com, Ossining

Bedford Discovery Early Childhood 

Center, Bedford Hills

Bright Horizons Children’s Center, LLC, 

Elmsford

Bronxville Montessori School, 

Bronxvillemontessori.com, Bronxville

Bryn Mawr Children’s Learning Center, 

Bmclc.com, Yonkers

Center for Montessori Education NY, 

Inc., White Plains

Children of America Mohegan Lake, 

LLC, Mohegan Lake

Collin Allen Child Development Center, 

Mount Vernon

Country Children’s Center, 

Countrychildrenscenter.org	, Katonah

Creative Beginnings Children’s Center, 

Crebeg.com, Hartsdale

Days of Wonder Child Care Program, 

Daysofwonderchildcare.com, Dobbs 

Ferry

Early Learning Center at Field Home, 

Fieldhome.com, Cortlandt Manor

Easter Seals Project Explore, 	Valhalla

Elizabeth Mascia Child Care Center, Inc., 

Masciachildcare.org, Tarrytown

Family Services of Westchester,  

Fsw.org, White Plains

Good Shepherd Early Childhood 

Center, Goodshepherdirvington.com, 	

Irvington

Happy Tots Child Care, Inc.,  

Happytots.org, Cortlandt Manor

Harrison’s Children’s Center, 

Harrisonchildrenscenter.org	, Harrison

Harrison’s Children’s Center, 

Harrisonchildrenscenter.org, West 

Harrison

Hudson Country Montessori School, 

New Rochelle

Jewish Community Center of Harrison, 

Jcch.org, Harrison

Jewish Community on the Hudson, 

Jcconthehudson.org, Tarrytown

John A. Coleman School	, White Plains

Kehillah School for Early Learning, 

Kehillahschool.org, New Rochelle

Kids B.A.S.E. & The Little School, 

Scarsdale 

Larchmont Avenue Church  

Pre-School, Larchmont

Leake & Watts Services – AMES Center, 

Yonkers

Lil’ Sprouts Early Learning Center, 

Peekskill

Lincoln Family Institute, Inc., 

Ecclincolnacademy.org	, Eastchester

Little Angels Child Care Center	, Rye

Little Disciple Learning Center Inc., 

Littlediscipleswp.com, 	White Plains

Montrose Child Care Center,  

Mcccny.org, Montrose

Mount Kisco Child Care Center, Inc., 

Mount Kisco

New Rochelle Day Nursery, 

Newrochelledaynursery.org, New 

Rochelle

NYSARC, Inc., Arcwestchester.org,	

Hawthorne

NYSARC, Inc., Arcwestchester.org, 

Peekskill

Oak Lane Child Care Center, 

Oaklaneccc.org, Chappaqua

Ossining Children’s Center Inc., 

Ossiningchildrenscenter.org, 	Ossining

Peas and Karrots, Ossining

Pelham Children’s Center, Inc., 

Pelhamchildrenscenter.org, Pelham

Purchase Children’s Center, Inc., 

Purchase

Queen’s Daughters Day Care Center, 

Inc., Yonkers

Richard G. Rosenthal JCC of Northern 

Westchester, Rosenthaljcc.org, 

Pleasantville

Rivertown Pre-school Program Parish 

Hall @ Grace Episcopal Church,  

Hastings-on-Hudson

Sisters of St. John the Baptist DCC,	

Purchase

Sprinkle Stars Twinkle, Inc., 

Sprinklestarstwinkle.org, Bronx

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Stpaulsryebrook.com, Rye Brook

St. Peter’s Child Care Center Inc., 

Yonkers

Tot’s Place, Inc., Port Chester

United Pre-School Center, White Plains

Vernon Heights Day Care Center Inc., 

Mount Vernon

Westchester Community College 

Children’s Center, Valhalla

White Plains Family YMCA, White 

Plains

Woodlot Christian Preschool, LLC, 

Tuckahoe

Young Wonders, Briarcliff Manor

YWCA Child Care Center, 

Ywcawhiteplains.org, White Plains

YWCA Child Development Center, 

Ywcayonkers.org, Yonkers

Individual Members

Abbas, Shaheen, Yonkers

Barry, Madeline, The Seed Day Care 

Center, Theseeddaycare.com, Yorktown 

Heights

Baten, Lisa, WestCop	, Mount Vernon

Blank, Nan, Kol Ami ECP,  

Nykolami.org, White Plains

Bohuniek, Michelle, Peekskill

Cancro, Lisa, 	Tom Thumb Preschool,	

Cortlandt Manor

Cappello, Nancy, Tom Thumb 

Preschool, Mohegan Lake

Corke, Mitzie, White Plains

Davis, Michael, Strawberry Early 

Childhood Development Center,	

Mohegan Lake

Dorfman, Julie, JCC of MidWestchester 

Nursery School, Jccmw.org, Scarsdale

Douglas, Tamika, Baldeo, Inc.	, Mount 

Vernon

Gerving, Natalie, Healthy Kids EDP, 	

New Windsor

Guida, Niki	, Weekday Nursery School, 	

New Rochelle
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Hall, Ruth, Elmsford

Harris, Anne, Lissie’s Katonah 

Playschool, Katonahplayschool.org,	

Katonah

Hengst, Betty, Our Montessori School 

Stepping St. Program, Yorktown 

Heights

Hodgins, Brittany, Hopes Door, 

Hopesdoorny.org, Pleasantville

Holmes, Bobbie, Mount Vernon Daycare 

Center, Mount Vernon

Martin, Cynthia, Mount Vernon

McGaha, Robin, Mount Vernon Daycare, 

Mount Vernon

Mera, Maritza, Strawberry Early 

Childhood Development Center,	

Mohegan Lake

Merchant, Lynda, Hastings on Hudson

Orell, Margie, Westchester Reform 

Temple Early Childhood Center,	

Scarsdale

Ostrye, Elizabeth, 	Boys & Girls Club of 

Northern Westchester	, Mount Kisco

Parker, Michelle, White Plains

Pompi, Christina, New Rochelle

Rosario, Berkis, Mount Vernon Daycare, 

Mount Vernon

Saxon, Tyra, Bronx

Sink, Paulette, The Seed Day Care 

Center, Theseeddaycare.com, 	Yorktown 

Heights

Symons, Caryn, JCC of Mid-

Westchester Nursing School, Scarsdale

Thatcher, Glenda, New Rochelle

Tolchin, Susan, Westchester Reform 

Temple Early Childhood Center, 

Wrtemple.org, Scarsdale

Torres, Anatolia, Sunny Day Care,  

White Plains

Worrell, Noel, Yonkers

Group Family Day Care Members

Aguzzi, Ester, Country 

Kids Schoolhouse, Inc., 

Countrykidsschoolhouse.com 	Bedford

Allen, Pauline, 	Tutor Talent Day Care 

Services, Mount Vernon 

Amarasiri, Padmini, 	Higher Horizons 

Children’s Place LTD.	, New Rochelle

Arismendi, Gonzalo, 	Lady Bug Group 

Family Day Care, Inc., Portchester

Arvelo, Jenny,	 Jenny’s Loving Day Care, 

Inc., Yonkers

Bananan, Brianna, The Nurtury at 

Flandreau, Inc., Thenurtury-montessori.

com, New Rochelle

Bastone, Lucia, Yonkers

Bland, Helen, 	Helen’s Sweet Pea Day 

Care, LLC, Bedford Hills

Brown, Cheryl, Lullaby Day Care, 	  

White Plains

Brown-Pressley, Longreece, 	Magical 

Playschool Family Daycare, Inc., New 

Rochelle

Carroscio, Lori A., The Little Kingdom, 	

New Rochelle

Collado, Beronidia, Liss Child Care, 

Yonkers

Daley, Sonia, 	Elite Family Daycare, LLC, 

Yonkers

Delacruz, Eduarda, 	Lala’s Daycare Inc., 

Yonkers

Diez Canseco, Patricia, 	Patricia’s Day 

Care, Inc., White Plains

Endo, Ri-Hwa, Julie’s Little School, 

Cortlandt Manor

Estevez, Maria, Neni Day Care Inc., 

Yonkers

Fanzo, Mary Jane, Children’s 

Playhouse of Yonkers (Park Hill), 

Thechildrensplayhouse.net, 	Yonkers

Ferreira, Ana, 	Jack’s Playhouse, Inc.,	

New Rochelle

Fidelio, Caterina, Yorktown Heights

Foster, Gloria, 	A Rising Star Children’s 

Center, Arisingstarchildrenscenter.com, 

Cortlandt Manor

Frias, Lillian, 	Lyon Park Group Family 

Day Care Inc., Port Chester

Galvez, Cecilia, 	Caterpillar Day Care, 

Inc., Yonkers

Glade, Maria	, Little Dreamers Daycare,	

Yonkers

Gonzalez, Yndira, Learn and Play 

Daycare, Yonkers

Haye, Patricia, ABC Academy, Peekskill

Hinson, Cynthia, 	Teaching Little Ones 

Christ, White Plains

Hogan, Deloris, 	Dee’s Tots Child Care, 

New Rochelle

Jimenez, Jessica, Julima’s Daycare, 	

New Rochelle

Jimenez, Maria, Jasminez y Diamantes, 

Yonkers

Kim, Haesung, Hosanna Daycare,	  

Ardsley

King, Sheryl D., Kresge’s Little Play 

House, Mount Vernon

Kowomah, Mary, DBA Professional 

Family Day Care Home, Yonkers

La Dore, Arlene, Harrison

Lazaar, Barbara	, Pooh & Friends, Inc., 

Poohandfriends.net, Elmsford

Lewis, Shari D.	, Nana’s Place Family 

Childcare, Yonkers

McTurner, Lauri, Lolo’s ABC Playhouse, 

LLC., Lolosabcplayhouse.com, Mount 

Vernon

Meduri, Cassandra, A Mother’s Intuition, 

Amothersintuition.org, Scarsdale

Meduri, Dennis, A Mother’s Intuition, 

LLC, Amothersintuition.org, Eastchester

Minier Cruz De Rodriguez, Carmen, 

Nana Carmen Family Group Care Corp., 

Yonkers

Moosavi, Malihe, Mali’s Day Care, 

Malisdaycare.com, Purchase

Morales, Santos Emely, Little 

Sweethearts Daycare Inc.,	 Mamaroneck

Morgado, Miriam J., Amor Y Paz Family 

Group Child Care Inc., New Rochelle

Morgan, Carla, ABC Nursery & Learning 

Center, Mount Vernon

Nelson, Donna, Donna’s Day Care, 

Mount Vernon

Nepal, Bibi, Blooming Roses Day Care, 

Yonkers

Noel, Dorothy	, Link By Link Children’s 

Inc., Mount Vernon

Pajares, Paola	, Sunny Side Day Care 

Center Inc., Port Chester

Patierno, Elisabeth, Little Foxes 

Daycare, Bedford Hills

Peralta, Belkis, Belkis Daycare, Yonkers

Pierce, Hope, 	Lil Explorers Day Care, 

White Plains

Pierce, Tracey	, Tracey Pierce Family 

Daycare, LLC, Mount Vernon

Pitterson, Maulene, I Can Learning 

Center, Inc., Mount Vernon

Ramirez, Nadia, Learning Buddies, 

Elmsford

Rodriguez, Jessica, The Caring Tree 

L.L.C., Thecaringtreechildcare.com, 	

Mount Vernon
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Roffi, Mary Theresa	, Family Child Day 

Care, Inc., Tuckahoe

Rojo, Ana, 	Little Angelicals Day Care 

Inc., Mamaroneck

Rothernberg, Diana, The Children’s 

Playhouse of Yonkers, Inc., 

Thechildrensplayhouse.net, Yonkers

Rosario, Wilma, Children Circle, 

Ourhousefamilydaycare.com, 	Hartsdale

Rosendo, Andrea, 	Rays of Sunshine Day 

Care, Inc., Yonkers

Rubicco, Christina, 	Anna’s Treehouse, 

Annastreehouse.org, New Rochelle

Sanchez, Stephanie, Smile For Life 

Daycare, LLC, Ossining

Sause, Johanna, 	Rise and Shine Child 

Care Group, Valhalla

Scamarone, Grace, Kelly’s After-School 

Kids, Kellysafterschoolkids.com, 	

Ossining

Scarpati, Maria, Maria Scarpati Day 

Care Agency, Inc., Mount Vernon

Seecharan, Marlon,	 Krayola Kid, LLC, 

Yonkers

Shillingford, Susan, Emily’s Care, 	

Peekskill

Smith, Gertrude, Precious Moments 

Daycare Services Inc., Yonkers

Smith, Gertrude, 	Smith Loving Care, 

Inc., Yonkers

Smith, Sharon, 	Little Steps Day Care, 

Inc., Mount Vernon

Soto, Michelle, Early Einstein Inc., 

Earlyeinstein.webs.com, Yonkers

Truyillo, Soraya, 	Our House Child Care, 

Ourhousefamilydaycare.com, 	Hartsdale

Tuminaro, Carmel, Please and 

Thank You Children’s Place, LLC, 

Pleaseandthankyouchildrensplace.com, 

West Harrison

Unrath, Amy, Milo’s Play School, 

Milosplayschool.com, Amawalk

Velasquez, Esperanza, Hope Child 

Group Inc., Rye Brook

Vernon, Watina, Little Angel Hands 

Family Group Daycare Inc., Yonkers

Walker, Adele, Nana’s Place Child Care, 

Inc., Nanasplacechildcareinc.com, 	

Peekskill

Wignal, Murlene	, Wiggles and Giggles 

Day Care, Mount Vernon

Woo, Rosalie D.	, Kids Are People, Inc., 

Scarsdale

Wyllie, Karina, Koala Park LLC, 

Tuckahoe

Wyllie, Karina, Koala Park II, LLC	

Tuckahoe

Youngs, Carmen	, Little Rascals Daycare, 

Corp., New Rochelle

Zaccagnino, Elizabeth, 	L&L Childcare,	

Purchase

Family Child Care Members

Aguzzi, Ester,  

Country Kids Schoolhouse, Inc., 

Countrykidsschoolhouse.com	, Bedford

Arvelo, Gladys	, Mi Casa Child Day Care,	

Yonkers

Bond, Sandra, Peekskill

Calabro, Stella, Starlight Early 

Childcare, LLC, Starlightearlychildcare.

com, New Rochelle

Careaga, Victoria, Scarsdale

DeFino, Anne, Briarcliff Manor

Dicks, Jeanette, New Rochelle

Guzman, Annethy	, Loving Hands Day 

Care, LHFdaycare.com, Yonkers

Hewie, Carshella, 	Carshella-Daycare, 

LLC, Mount Vernon

Hidalgo, Esperanza, Tarrytown

Mack, Suquenna, Yonkers

Martinez, Juana, Mommy’s Hands 

Daycare, Yonkers

Martino, Angelo, TLC Daycare of 

Yonkers, Yonkers

Matos, Susan, Imagination Family 

Daycare, Tarrytown

Molina, Wanessa, 	Happy Angels Day 

Care Center, Port Chester

Moody, Sharon, 	Landscape Happy Kids, 

Inc., Yonkers

Narvesen, Desiree, 	Leap Frog Nursery 

of New Rochelle, New Rochelle

Perez, Adalgisa	, Endicotts Kids Zone, 

LLC, Elmsford

Powell, Barbara, 	Effective Child Care 

Services, Inc., Elmsford

Nursery School Members

Bet Torah Nursery School, Bettorah.org, 

Mount Kisco

Country Day Nursery School at St. 

Bartholomew’s, White Plains

Hastings Nursery School, 

Hastingsnurseryschool.com, 	Hastings 

on Hudson

Mamaroneck Community Nursery 

School, Mcnschool.org, Mamaroneck

Mazel Tots, Sstte.org, Scarsdale

Play Care, Playcarepreschool.com, 

Chappaqua

Temple Beth Shalom Nursery School, 

Hastings on Hudson

Temple Israel Nursery School,  

White Plains

School Age Members

Add Water & Stir, Inc., Ossining

Aspire Inc., Hastings on Hudson

Chappaqua Children’s Workshop, Inc., 

Ccwkids.org, Chappaqua

CLUSTER, Inc., Clusterinc.org, 	Yonkers

Enrichment Center of Yorktown, Inc., 

Yorktown Heights

Harrison Children’s Center - 

Parson’s After School Program, 

Harrisonchildrenscenter.org,	 Harrison

Harrison Children’s Center - 

Preston After School Program, 

Harrisonchildrenscenter.org, West 

Harrison

Harrison Children’s Center – Harrison 

Avenue After School Program, 

Harrisonchildrenscenter.org, 	Harrison

Irvington Children’s Center Inc., 

Irvingtonchildrenscenter.org, 	Irvington

Julia Dyckman Andrus Memorial, Inc., 

Andrus1928.org, Yonkers

Kids S.P.A.C.E. of Rye, Inc., 

Kidsspaceofrye.org, Rye

Lakeland Children’s Center, 

Lakelandchildrenscenter.com	, Shrub 

Oak

Nepperhan Community Center, Inc., 

Nepperhancc.com, Yonkers

YMCA of Rye, Inc., Ryeymca.org, 	Rye
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Board of 
Directors 
Officers

President 

Steve Wysmuller
Cognitive Solutions,  

IBM Analytics 

Vice President

Felice Harris
Executive Director,  

TGCW Children’s Annex

Treasurer

Sue D’Emic
Senior Vice President and Controller, 

Time, Inc. 

Secretary

Dr. Mistie Eltrich
School Psychologist,  

Bedford Central School District

Members
Dr. Gregory J. Chartier, SPHR, GPHR
Principal, The Office of Gregory J. 

Chartier

Rob Kissner
Founder and President and CEO,  

The Digital Arts Experience

Korey Kross, Esq.
Managing Director,  

Clarfeld Financial Advisors

Meg Gardinier Lawder
Secretary General, ChildFund Alliance 

Cecilia McKenney
Executive Vice President, Frontier 

Communications

Joan Mockler
Retired Senior Business Executive

Dr. Josephine N. Moffett
Director, Executive Leadership 

Program,  

St. John Fisher College

Camille Failla Murphy, LCSW, ACSW
Founder & Director, Women’s Research 

and Education Fund 

Craig Ruoff
Senior Director, Cushman and 

Wakefield 

Rori Sagal
AVP/Westchester Relationship 

Manager, Greater Hudson Bank

Jeff Samuelson
Retired Senior Business Executive 

Byron Smalls
Youth Care Specialist, White Plains  

Youth Bureau

Laura Stout Sosinsky, PhD	
Sr. Research Scientist/Consultant  

Child Trends, Inc.

Aaron Soury	
Managing Director, A. Neuman & 

Associates, Inc.

John Sterbenz

Staff 
Executive Staff

Kathleen Halas
Executive Director 

Idie Benjamin
Professional Development Director

Michael Goldman 
Finance & Administration Director

Elissa Guzzardi
Health Care Consultant Services 

Director 

Dorothy Jenkins 
Provider Services Director

Dana Lawless
Development Director

Nicole Masucci 
Family & Employer Services Director

Juanita Pope
Office & Community Events Manager

Lindsay Tiernan
Provider Services Assistant Director 

Finance Staff

Christine Iacovello
Bookkeeper

Administrative Staff 

Janelle Rodriguez
Administrative Assistant

Jury Martinez
Receptionist

Professional Development Staff

Christie Allen 
Quality Specialist/Nurse 

Sandra Arasim
Infant/Toddler Specialist

Laura Cleare
Babies Step Forward Provider Network 

Coordinator

Dana Doyle
Professional Development Coordinator

Yvette Homar
Babies Step Forward Teacher’s 

Assistant 

Juliana Leshi
Administrative Assistant

Jenitza Marte
Family Engagement/Provider Support 

Specialist 

Letty McGrath
Professional Development Specialist 

Cynthia Miller 
Family Engagement/Provider Support 

Specialist 

Aniberca Rosario
Bilingual Quality Improvement 

Specialist

Jennifer Sorby 
Infant/Toddler Regional Coordinator 

Resource & Referral Staff

Cathy Fernandez
Resource & Referral Counselor

Debbie Gonsalves
Research and Referral Coordinator 

Arlene Leuzzi
Resource and Referral Assistant/ 

Child Care Counselor

Ellen O’Brien 
Resource & Referral Database 

Administrator

Melanie Santana
Child Care Subsidy Specialist

Provider Services Staff

Registration 

Latoya Carney-Ramsey
Evelyn Henriques
Elsa Sanchez
Michele Sardullo
Registrars

Jose Leon
Alexandra Santana 
Bilingual Registrars

Flor Tello 
Bilingual Registrar/Data Administrator

Legally Exempt 

Monica Soto
Jason Thomas 
Legally Exempt Enrollers 

Child & Adult Care Food Program 

Noreen DeLacy 
CACFP Administrator

Janet Romano-Fernandez
CACFP Bilingual Case Manager

Sydney Jenkins-Hall 
CACFP Case Manager
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313 Central Park Avenue

Scarsdale, New York 10583

(914) 761-3456

childcarewestchester.org

Improving the lives of children and families 

requires the close collaboration of every 

sector and stakeholder. To advance 

our own mission and build stronger 

communities for all in Westchester, 

we’re proud to play a leadership role in: 

Nonprofit Westchester, the Westchester 

Women’s Agenda, the Board of Legislators 

Families Task Force, the Westchester Task 

Force on Child Abuse and Neglect, the 0 to 

6 Early Childhood Planning Group, Yonkers 

Thrives, the Westchester Association for 

the Education of Young Children and the 

NYS Early Care and Learning Council.  

The Council is also a member of the 

Business Council of Westchester and the 

Westchester County Association.   


